
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

April 22, 2015 
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JFC Democrats Move to Preserve DNR Services, Push for More Transparency on Walker 

Out-of-State Travel 
 

 

Madison – The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) Democrats today, on Earth Day, stood up for preserving 

funding for wildlife and fish management at the Department of Natural Resources and spoke out against the 

Republican budget proposal that guts the state conservation program. Democrats also put forward a motion 

requiring that the Governor’s Dignitary Protection Unit report the amount of out of state travel costs quarterly to 

the JFC.  

 

“On Earth Day, we should be investing in wildlife and fish management and working to preserve positions at 

the DNR that improve experiences of those who hunt and fish in Wisconsin,” said Representative Chris Taylor 

(D-Madison), “Throughout this budget, time and time again, it is clear Governor Walker thinks he knows more 

than the experts.  Today’s vote to eliminate DNR positions flies in the face of pursuing actual science.” 

 

“It is beyond ironic that we begin taking up Governor Walker’s harmful changes to the Department of Natural 

Resources on the same day as Earth Day,” said Sen. Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee), “The proposed changes to the 

DNR in Governor Walker’s budget are deeply unpopular – in every community in this state people spoke out 

against this budget.” 
 

“We need to not only protect and serve the Governor, but also protect and serve Wisconsin taxpayers,” said 

Senator Erpenbach (D-Middleton), “At a time when Wisconsin is paying hundreds of thousands of dollars for 

the Governor to fly around the world and build his Presidential resume, we are meeting every week to gut our 

state’s key values like education and health care.”  

 

“We all agree that our Governor should be safe, but we also believe there should be accountability.  Quarterly 

reporting of out-of-state travel costs will ensure that there is transparency and accountability to taxpayers,” said 

Representative Gordon Hintz (D-Oshkosh). 
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