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Lessons Shared from Around the Country on How to Achieve Quality Growth 
 

 
MADISON 

 

The Capital Area Regional Planning Commission is 

pleased to host Robert Grow, President and CEO of 

Envision Utah, in Madison on May 14 and 15.  

 

Mr. Grow will share his experience forging agreement 

across the Salt Lake City region for the Quality Growth 

Strategy. 

 

“We are excited to have Robert Grow come to Madison,” said Larry Palm, Chair of CARPC. 

“The Salt Lake City region has achieved great results. Not through mandates but by bringing 

leaders and the public together around a consensus for quality growth based on their shared 

values. CARPC hopes to work with our partners to apply those lessons in the Capital Region.”  
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According to a recent article in Governing Magazine1, “Utah’s grassroots, non-ideological, 

research-based approach has become a model for other states and localities.” This has much 

to do with Mr. Grow: 

 

Robert Grow is aptly named. He has devoted his entire career to dealing with economic 

growth — not promoting it or hindering it, but controlling and channeling it to serve the 

needs of the broader community rather than a select few. He is an engineer, a land use 

and development attorney, and the former president of a steel company. He has 

consulted on growth issues in more than 75 cities around the country. But he is best 

known for his work as the president and CEO of Envision Utah, the organization that has 

emerged over the last 15 years as the preeminent model for regional planning. 

 

Envision Utah’s accomplishments over more than a decade are impressive:  

 Despite a statewide population increase of nearly 30 percent since the 2000 Census, 

water consumption has fallen by more than a quarter, in large part because of increased 

housing density on smaller lots.  

 Emissions of inventoried air pollutants have dropped by almost half, and the state is 

currently working toward an even more aggressive clean air campaign.  

 Thanks to changing land use patterns that Envision Utah has helped to promote, rural 

land that would be lost to development has been cut in less than half of previous levels. 

 Vehicle miles traveled have fallen back to what they were in the late 1990s, largely 

because of improved community design and a dramatic increase in public transit. Utah 

now has more transit infrastructure than many larger states, with a total of 70 stations for 

its rail and light rail systems. 

 

Events planned in Madison are: 

 

A breakout session at the Madison Region’s Economic Development & Diversity Summit 

Thursday, May 14, at Monona Terrace in Madison. The Summit is jointly hosted by the Madison 

Region Economic Partnership (MadREP) and the Urban League of Greater Madison (ULGM) for 

                                               
1 “Utah’s Secret Weapon for Long Range Planning,” by Peter Harkness, Governing Magazine, March 
2015.  
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Madison Region business and community leaders focused on economic development and 

diversity. 

 

A public presentation, How We Grow Matters, at Edgewood College, Madison, on Thursday, 

May 14, from 5:00 – 6:30 PM. Sponsored by the Edgewood College Sustainability Leadership 

Program. 

 

A Public Officials Forum, How We Grow Matters, at American Family Insurance 

Headquarters, American Parkway, Madison, on Friday, May 15, from 8:00 - 9:30 AM. 

Sponsored by the Dane County Cities and Villages Association and Madison Region Economic 

Partnership. Designed for city, village, town, county, school officials, and other civic leaders.  

 

For more information and registration go to www.capitalarearpc.org.  
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