
          Hi,  I’m Randy Knaack The Mayor of Menomonie,  Good Morning and Welcome.  

          There are many elements to maintaining financial stability for municipalities. 

1.  The expenditure restraint program although good in theory has placed some hardships on 

communities that may need or want financial stability and deters new programs.  For instance 

Menomonie recently started a new program called Project Hope. This program deals directly 

with the current Meth and Opiate crisis we are currently faced with. A minimal investment 

would save the tax payer millions in treatment, incarcerations, criminal activity, and save lives.  

However as it is now without provisions in place, the expenditure restraint program is 

hindering such community projects.  

 

2. Shared Revenues---- as it stands even a modest 2% increase would deliver an additional 

$65,000 to a community of our size, this would certainly help to offset some of the 

inflationary effects of municipal operations, Increased wages, insurance and general cost of 

doing business. 

 

3. Payment for municipal Services--- Oh my goodness, this is an hour-long talking point.  

Menomonie has been faced with such a reduction from an adjusted titlement of 61% in 2011 

to 34% in 2021, with additional costs going up on a constant scale, it’s currently impossible to 

keep up with the rising costs for municipal services for our schools, universities, etc.   

 

4. Now perhaps for some refreshing thoughts on how some of these financial gaps can be closed.  

       1.    Fix the levy limit, allowing for new programs 

     2.    Re-work the shared revenue funding scale 

   3.    Work on adequate Local transportation aids.  

4.  Instead of the full half percent sales tax going to the county level, perhaps a share of those 

dollars could be going to the municipalities, or perhaps an additional half percent sales tax 

going directly to the municipalities to be shared and broken down by populations. 

5. Additional tax credits to those that have jobs and own their own homes. 

6. Letting townships and municipalities take care of their own unemployed, instead of the 

state encouraging more un-employed workers by direct depositing funds for those 

individuals that are not working. 

7. Lastly,  Remember me,  Remember my words,  Think out of the box for new ideas and let’s 

fix some of the old programs that are out of date and need to be tweaked. 

8. Thank You 

9. Have a great day, and if you need a tour of Menomonie, Please look me up. 


