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PRESS RELEASE 
Brown County Departments Celebrate Earth Day 

County Executive, Departments Discuss Events Inspired by 51st Earth Day Celebration 
 
(Brown County, Wis.) – Brown County and its departments are holding events in connection 
with Earth Day, which is in its 51st year of existence.  
 
“Brown County has been and will always be committed to preserving our Earth,” says County 
Executive Troy Streckenbach. “From championing cover crops for farms and expanding 
community gardens, to installing a green roof as part of the Brown County STEM Innovation 
Center, and supporting initiatives like PACE, we continue to demonstrate that commitment in 
our daily push to protect our environment and natural resources.”  
 
Here are some events and activities that you can participate in: 
 
Extension Brown County:  
 
Pollinator Garden/Seed Bomb Kits 

• Brown County Extension 4-H, during the Earth Day month, is providing starter kits to 
making Seed Bombs (compost, clay, and seed) to “plant” in your backyard.  The bombs 
when they grow, will help attract pollinators, and beautify your space!  Call 920-391-
4654 or email Alyssa at alyssa.zirbel@browncountywi.gov to request your kit today 
(while supplies last). 

Recycled Art! 
• Brown County 4-H encourages the STEM thinking of youth and families around making 

something out of your recyclables.  Have extra cardboard?  A water bottle?  Bottle caps?  
Rubber Bands?  The options are limitless!  You can make rubber band powered card, 
balloon powered airplanes, a cardboard city!  Stay in touch with the Brown County 4-H 
program by adding yourself to the newsletter and learning about upcoming projects, in 
person and virtual! 

Community Garden Plot Rental 
• The Brown County Community Gardens Program offers low-cost rental garden space at 

12 locations throughout Brown County. Gardens give families a way to grow their own 
fresh, local fruits and vegetables, as well as promote stronger, healthier communities. 
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Submit a plot application at browncountycommuntiygardens.org or call 920-391-4660 to 
request a plot.  

Flex Farms Hydroponics  
• Gardening doesn’t have to just be a summer activity! With the help of a Flex Farm 

hydroponics growing unit, Extension Brown County and Brown County Land and Water 
Conservation are demonstrating how you can grow fresh produce year-round with indoor 
growing systems.  

 
Land and Water Conservation: 

 
Green Cover Fields  

• Satellite imaging estimate about 15,000 acres in Brown County were planted this past 
year 

• Cover crops build soil structure, improve infiltration, reduce soil erosion, and minimize 
agricultural impacts on water quality - 70% phosphorous and sediment reductions  

• Part of a regenerative agriculture that stores carbon for plant growth and builds healthy 
soil that is resistant to extreme weather conditions 

• Farmers in Brown County and Northeast Wisconsin are meeting this challenge and are 
actively working towards solutions that benefit the environment and our local 
communities  

 
Library: 
 

• Visit any library location to check out books and other materials about Earth Day, 
recycling, and other environmental literacy topics aimed at supporting a healthy planet. 

• Recycled Crafts, activities and reading suggestions – please visit: 
www.browncountylibrary.org  

 
Neville Public Museum: 
 

• In celebration of Earth Day in Brown County you can stroll the pollinator garden and 
visit the recycled metal sculptures on the grounds of the Neville Public Museum made 
from farm tools and  recycled 250-gallon heating oil tanks. 

• You can also step inside the museum and discover the importance of bees and birds to 
our local environment through historical artifacts in the brand new Spectacular Science 
 exhibit.   https://www.nevillepublicmuseum.org/plan-your-visit/exhibits/current-
exhibits/spectacular-science/  

 
NEW Zoo & Adventure Park: 
 

• Earth Day has long been an important celebration for us at the NEW Zoo & Adventure 
Park, as conservation is an integral part of our mission. As an AZA accredited zoo, we 
celebrate “Party for the Planet” each year by hosting an event that educates the public 
about conservation issues and encourages our guests to take action to protect both 
animals and their environments.  

• This year’s event is a virtual one, and individuals can follow along on social media 
(@NEWZooGB) all week to learn about this year’s Party for the Planet theme: Clean, 
Create, Connect. In addition, the first 100 children to come to the NEW Zoo on Earth 
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Day will receive a free Party for the Planet gift bag, courtesy of the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums.  

 
Parks: 
 

• Brown County Parks is committed to environmental stewardship 365 days a year; 
however, Earth Day is a time for the community to celebrate their Parks and participate in 
various volunteer clean-up events and individual clean-up operations in local parks.  

• BC Parks oversees 3,000 + acres that are managed through targeted plantings, invasive 
species removal, and habitat protection and improvement projects.   

• One project in 2021 will be to naturalize the riparian area of Duck Creek within Pamperin 
Park. The project will allow storm water to be filtered before entering Duck Creek and 
reduce harmful pollutants that could travel into the bay. 

 
Resource Recovery: 
 

• The Brown County Resource Recovery Department is responsible for managing and 
reducing waste generated by Brown County residents, businesses, and industry. In 
keeping with the goals of Earth Day, the department’s efforts are focused on source 
reduction, reuse, and recovery of solid waste in an environmentally responsible manner. 

 
Earth Day began in 1970 out of a combination of public awareness, political will, and dedicated 
activism creating a catalyst for ongoing education, action, and change to protect our environment 
and the natural resources found within. Brown County continues to demonstrate a commitment 
to the Earth, and we will be doing a number of activities that aims to inspire residents to 
participate. 
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