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Energy Consultant Tells State Land Commissioners to Work Together            

to Save Tax Money, Create Jobs and Cut Pollution  

 

Madison, WI—On the eve of Earth Day, award-winning energy consultant Brett Hulsey sent a letter 

to members of the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands urging them to work together to save 

taxpayers money, create jobs and reduce pollution. Attorney General Brad Schimel and State 

Treasurer Matt Adamczyk voted at the last meeting to censor their staff from working to reduce  

carbon air pollution. 

“Wisconsin needs the Commissioners to focus on their job to save schools and local governments 

$1.9 billion rather than fighting over carbon air pollution,” said Hulsey, president of Better 

Environmental Solutions. “They have millions to invest in local energy efficiency projects like LED 

lights that create 11,000 jobs and yield 271% rate of return. What conservative could be against 

271% return on investment?” 

There are many reasons the Commissioners should focus on saving energy and taxpayers’ money: 

1. Save Taxpayers Money and Create 11,000 Jobs Now-- A 2009 non-partisan Energy 

Center of Wisconsin study showed that investing $700 million in energy efficiency saves 

$1.9 billion annually and will create 11,000 jobs. That’s a 271% return on investment. 

2. Cut Energy Money Drain—Each year, Wisconsinites send at least $12.5 billion out of 

state for energy costs, according to a 2010 State Energy Office report.  

3. Is a Good Investment—The state Focus on Energy program returns almost $3.41 for 

every $1 invested, a new report shows. That’s a 340% return on investment. 

4. Cut Air Pollution--A study by the respected consulting firm McKinsey and Company 

estimates that we can make significant progress to reduce carbon air pollution with 

money saving measures like LEDs lights and other efficiency improvements. 
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5. Promote Better Learning-- The Philips SchoolVision program improves classroom 

lighting to enhance learning, improves results and can cut lighting energy costs by 57%.  

6. State Money Available Now—The Commissioners of the Board of Public Lands have 

a state fund with millions available to schools and governments for energy saving 

projects now. See their website for more information. 

7. Has Public Support—95% of Wisconsin voters surveyed in 2014 support energy 

efficiency.  

8. Cost-Effective Pollution Reduction—Energy efficiency plan can help Wisconsin meet 

new Clean Power Plan requirements and was part of Republican Gov. Tommy 

Thompson’s Climate Change Action Plan in 90’s.       

 

“President Bush’s Clean Air Act requires us to come up with a plan to reduce carbon air pollution 

and I hope the Commissioners will focus some of their millions on helping the state get cleaner air 

while saving taxpayers money and creating 11,000 jobs,” noted Hulsey. 

A copy of the memo is attached below. 

Better Environmental Solutions President Brett Hulsey MNS is an award-winning energy and 

environmental leader with more than 35 years experience saving money, creating jobs, and reducing 

pollution. For more information, call 608-334-4994, or email Brett@BetterEnviro.Com.  

 

-END- 
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April 21, 2015 

 

TO:  Attorney General Brad Shimel,  State Treasurer Matt Adamczyk, Secretary of State 

Douglas La Follette 

Members, Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands 

FR:  Brett Hulsey, MNS 

RE:  Please Work Together to Save Taxpayers Money, Create Jobs, and Reduce Carbon   

Pollution 

 

Thank you for your service to our state. The recent flap over censoring public servants from 

talking about reducing carbon air pollution shows the need to work together to create healthier air, 

create jobs, and save taxpayers money.  

On the eve of Earth Day, we need you with millions of tax dollars to invest in our schools 

and energy savings to focus to save taxpayers money, create jobs, and reduce air pollution. 

Whether you are concerned about carbon air pollution or not, the State of Wisconsin is 

required to develop a plan to reduce carbon air pollution by the Clean Air Act signed by Republican 

President George Bush and upheld overwhelmingly by the conservative Supreme Court.  

The Clean Power Plan can save Wisconsinites money and create jobs here with your 

leadership. Ironically, this plan is simply an extension of Republican Gov. Tommy Thompson’s 

Climate Change Action Plan from the 1990’s. There are many reasons to do this, here are a few.       

Save taxpayers money. As a Dane County Supervisor, we created a plan that cut county 

energy bills by 18% under a similar plan to improve lighting, insulation, heating and air conditioning. 

In addition to saving money, the plan cut carbon air pollution millions of pounds. We can do this at 

the state level also. 
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Create 11,000 jobs--A study by the respected Energy Center of Wisconsin found that 

investing $700 million could cut our energy bills by $1.9 billion and create 11,000 good jobs. That’s 

more than 270% rate of return. 

Save Tax Money Now-- Those savings are needed now more than ever with the proposed 

budget cuts to our local schools and UW system schools. Since the state owns 9,000  facilities and 

supports almost 3,000 public schools, that’s the place to focus to save money and energy. Saving 

taxpayers that $1.9 billion would mean we would not have to cut UW or local schools nearly as 

much if at all.  

Efficiency is a Good Investment-- Cutting energy waste in our government and other 

buildings is a good investment. The state Focus on Energy program returns almost $3.41 for every 

$1 invested, a study showed. That’s 341% rate of return for my conservative friends. 

Efficiency Increases Student Performance—Philips Lighting estimates their 

SchoolVision LED lights cut energy costs by more than 50% and improve students’ learning. 

Efficiency Cuts Carbon Air Pollution--A study by the respected consulting firm 

McKinsey and Company estimates that we can make significant progress to reduce carbon air 

pollution with money saving measures like LEDs lights and other efficiency improvements. 

State Money Available Now for Efficiency—You Commissioners of the Board of Public 

Lands have millions available for energy projects to save money now on government buildings. We 

need you to focus on saving money, creating jobs, and help us reduce carbon pollution as required 

by law. Your website gives local governments more information on how to get that money. 

Stop the Money Drain--Wisconsinites send at least $12 billion out of state each year to pay 

for gasoline, coal, propane, and natural gas. That money drain results in a loss of thousands of jobs.   

Has Public Support—95% of Wisconsin voters surveyed in 2014 support energy 

efficiency.  

All these reasons show why we need to work together to make everyday greener in 

Wisconsin with cleaner air, cutting tax and government waste, and creating more jobs. Let me know 

if I can help you in any way. Thank you again for your service and let’s work together to save 

money, create jobs, and reduce pollution to move Wisconsin forward. 

------------------------------------------------- 

Brett Hulsey MNS has worked to save money, energy, and create jobs for over 35 years, 

started an award-winning energy consulting business, www.BetterEnvironmentalSolutions.com, and 

served in state and local government for 16 years. For more information, email him at 

Brett@Betterenviro.com or call 608-334-4994.                                                  
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