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Statement From Rep. Jason Fields on Not Seeking Re-Election to the State Legislature in 2020 
 

Madison – Today, Rep. Jason Fields (D-Milwaukee) announced that he will not be seeking re-election to the 
Wisconsin State Assembly in 2020. Rep. Fields released the following statement: 

 
“After much consideration about the future, and conversations with my dear wife, La Tasha Fields, I have decided to 
not seek re-election to the Wisconsin State Assembly, District 11. 
 
It has been an extraordinary honor to serve my constituents in Milwaukee and Glendale in the Wisconsin legislature. 
I’ve worked hard to get real results that people deserve from their state government. It has been one of the greatest 
pleasures and most exciting adventures of my life, but it is time to move forward and explore ways for me to make an 
even greater impact, helping even more people.  

 
I would like to thank my staffers, Jen and Ryan, or as we call ourselves “Team Fields”, who worked side by side with 
me this session to make sure that the 11th district and Wisconsin had quality representation that prioritized getting 
things done. I couldn't have asked for a better team and am grateful for their service. 

 
Each time I’ve walked into the Capitol, I have never once taken for granted the history, the honor and the severity of 
the work I’ve performed. I take my sworn oath to represent my communities incredibly seriously. I never lost sight of 
the fact that challenges the Milwaukee area faces need plans, actions and solutions NOW and that we don’t have the 
luxury of waiting for an ideal political environment to get things done. I always remained committed to producing 
results for the communities I represent - I have been consistently successful getting bills I authored signed in to law by 
three different Wisconsin governors regardless of politics. Not many who serve in Madison can say the same. 

 
I am particularly proud of the level of effectiveness Team Fields has worked hard to accomplish this session. I was 
blessed to be re-elected unopposed in 2018 and for some people that could lead to a little complacency. But I faced 
this session challenging myself to work even harder to get things done because I know that’s what will make the most 
difference in people’s everyday lives. I am pleased to share that my efforts were successful to a higher level that even 
I was a little surprised by given the fact that Wisconsin has divided government. 

 
 
 



As of today, I have effectively helped shepherd 11 bipartisan bills that have been signed into law by Governor Tony 
Evers. The bills I helped shepherd into law provided solutions to help address education, consumer protection, public 
safety concerns, jobs and other economic advancements for the neighborhoods I represent. In addition to those 11 
bills already signed into law, I was also the co-author or co-sponsor of 19 other bills signed by Governor Evers, the 
combined total equaling 16% of all the bills that have become law this session. I am not aware of anyone else in the 
Assembly Democratic caucus who has had more success on this front if there are any. 

 
My approach to this session has been simple – identifying opportunities to get things done in a bipartisan fashion that 
will help in real ways, offering to plug in wherever and in whatever capacity I could be helpful on critical policies, issues
and solutions that were beneficial to my constituents, the Milwaukee area and the state of Wisconsin. I always want to 
be value added to anything I work on and not be concerned with my name being splashed all over everything if it’s not 
helpful to the bottom line – actually getting it done. I believe results speak for themselves. This team approach has 
really surprised some folks since people are bombarded by countless stories about partisan gridlock and how people 
are frustrated thinking that nothing will ever get accomplished, but to me, it’s just how I’ve always done the people’s 
business. 
 
It is hard work to build and maintain relationships across the aisle during these volatile political times, but it is definitely 
possible and I believe incredibly necessary especially during tumultuous times. I have remained true to my Democratic 
values, but also focused on finding common ground on common sense issues that actually have strong bipartisan 
support. I have worked across the aisle with many people over the years and appreciated what we were able to get 
done together and what I learned from them. As I reflect on these past few years, I am particularly proud of the 
successful legislative partnerships fostered with legislators like Rep. Amy Loudenbeck (R-Clinton), Rep. Mike 
Kuglitsch (R-New Berlin) and Senator Dale Kooyenga (R-Brookfield).  
 
I am a proud Democrat and have been so grateful for my Democratic colleagues over the years who have been truly 
supportive of me. I really cherish the relationships I have made with my Democratic friends from every corner of the 
state. During my tenure in the legislature, Senator Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee) has been a constant and I respect the 
level of passion and dedication she continues to have for the same communities we both represent. And I have 
already witnessed some new energy and real hope for the future in Representative Kalan Haywood II (D-Milwaukee) 
who has already gotten two bills passed in his first term in the legislature. 

 
Additionally, I have been incredibly blessed by having tremendous mentors in the state legislature who also became 
good friends. They proved to be extremely vital to my success as a legislator, people like former Representative Jim 
Kreuser, now the Kenosha County Executive, and former Representative Peter Barca, now Wisconsin Department of 
Revenue Secretary. And I would be remiss if I did not mention the extraordinary support and encouragement I’ve 
received from my friend, outgoing Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele. 

 
Last, but certainly not least, I give my sincere thanks to Governor Evers and his incredible staff. As a Democratic 
member in the minority who represents disadvantaged communities, Governor Evers and his staff have been a breath 
of fresh air as they have been truly remarkable partners and advocates for doing what is right, listening to the real 
needs of the community, sharing my approach to find common ground when it’s possible and constantly looking for 
ways to help as many people as we are able. 

 



I’ve never had the luxury of sitting around and hoping for change - I’ve had to work for it. Just because people have 
thought I’ve made it look easy at times, doesn’t mean the journey wasn’t difficult. To get the kind of results for my 
district that they deserve from their state representative takes dedication, patience and perseverance to fight until it 
actually gets done, not assuming someone else will get it done for you. Whoever the next representative is, I hope 
they work in the same mold and remain committed to producing results and finding common ground, not getting 
bogged down by partisan politics.  

 
What comes next for me is not yet determined, but I have the time to think hard about how I can make the greatest 
impact. Some form of public service might be on the table at a later date, but I never intended to be a career politician, 
or simply treat this job as a payday. It’s time for someone else to take on the hard work that’s ahead of us, and let a 
new representative bring new ideas forward to help build our communities.  
 
I’m thankful for all of the support, opportunities, and commitment from everyone who has ever stood by my side. I am 
truly grateful for all of the people I have had the pleasure to serve with on both sides of the aisle. I look forward to the 
start of something new. I vow to remain just as dedicated as ever to helping people improve their lives and work 
towards the future, a better tomorrow for us all.” 

 


