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Roys Denounces Planned Violations of #SaferAtHome 

 
Madison, WI - In response to planned protests of #SaferAtHome, Kelda Roys issued the 
following statement.  
 
"Physical distancing protects all of us, including the essential workers who keep us alive and 
healthy. Our community has done a good job of slowing the spread of the novel coronavirus, 
which is especially important because Madison has some of our state's most important 
healthcare providers and researchers, who are on the front lines of fighting COVID-19.  
 
"A vocal minority of protesters plan to descend upon our city, in violation of the law -- 
jeopardizing their own health and the health of every person in our community. Ironically, their 
actions will increase the economic harm from this pandemic, as large gatherings are almost 
guaranteed to transmit the virus, prolonging the need for social distancing.  
 
"Violating the law and jeopardizing the health of our community is not acceptable. Our law 
enforcement should put potential protestors on notice that their selfish, unlawful, and dangerous 
behavior will not be ignored. At the very least, they are engaging in disorderly conduct, in 
violation of Wisconsin Statute 947.01, though I believe a reasonable jury may well find that this 
behavior constitutes criminally reckless conduct that endangers human safety in violation of 
Wisconsin Statute 941.30. As an attorney, I strongly support the right to free speech, but you 
can’t yell “fire” in a crowded theater. There are plenty of ways to protest government action 
without spreading a deadly virus and breaking the law. 
 
"People and small businesses are hurting economically, exacerbating our country’s deep 
inequalities; the federal government must do more to support people through this crisis. 
#SaferAtHome is a sacrifice. Of course we would rather be working, sending our children to 
school and playgrounds, and sharing meals with loved one. But public health experts are telling 
us that this is necessary to save lives. Every day, essential workers - CNAs, custodial staff, 
grocery store clerks, drivers - risk their lives to keep us alive, often for less than a living wage and 
without benefits. The very, very least we can do is respect their greater sacrifice by not violating 
the law.”  
 
The gathering is scheduled to happen at the state Capitol on April 24 at 1 PM.  
 
Roys is running for the open State Senate district being vacated by the retiring Sen. Fred Risser. A Madison native, 
Kelda Roys, 40, is an experienced legislative leader, small business owner, and health care advocate. She ran for 
governor of Wisconsin in 2018, and as a State Representative, she helped lead the opposition to Act 10, Scott 
Walker’s 2010 attack on unions. Roys and her husband, Dan Reed, live in the 26th Senate District with their four girls.  

 
### 

Paid for by Friends of Kelda Roys 
PO Box 231, Madison WI 53701 

mailto:keldaforsenate@gmail.com

