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             Kerry Ahrens, MD, receives young physician  

leadership award 

MADISON — The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation recognized Kerry Ahrens, MD, of Menasha, 

with the Kenneth M. Viste, Jr., MD, Young Physician Leadership Award during its Annual Dinner in 

Madison on April 13. The Viste Award is presented each year to a young physician who demonstrates 

commitment to patients, the medical profession and the community. 

Doctor Ahrens is a board-certified emergency medicine physician who practices with Baycare Clinic 

Emergency Physicians in Oshkosh. She also serves as chair of the Wisconsin Stroke Coalition and 

medical director for the Oshkosh Fire Department, provides director level services for outlying smaller 

emergency medical services agencies, sits on the board of the Region 6 Regional Trauma and Advisory 

Counsel and is an associate professor for the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public 

Health working with residents as a physician on UW MedFlight. She was nominated by her colleagues 

for her tireless advocacy work and for serving as a trusted source for medical and wellness information 

for the Green Bay media and her advocacy related to rural health issues, alternatives to opiates, 

vaccinations, driver safety, and bicycle and motorcycle helmet use.  

“Doctor Ahrens embodies all that is expected of a nominee for the Wisconsin Medical Society 

Foundation Kenneth M. Viste, Jr., MD Young Physician Leadership Award,” said colleague Michael 

Medich, MD, in his nomination letter. “Her commitment to patients goes well beyond the emergency 

department to provide high-quality health care by educating the public and medical colleagues.”  

The award includes a $1000 contribution to a nonprofit organization selected by the recipient. This year, 

on Dr. Ahrens’ behalf, the contribution will be made to Father Carr’s Place 2B free medical clinic, 

community food bank and housing for the homeless in Green Bay.  

The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation, chartered in 1955 as a charitable organization, works to 

advance the health of the people of Wisconsin by supporting medical and health education and statewide 

public health initiatives.  

With nearly 12,500 members dedicated to the best interests of their patients, the Wisconsin Medical 

Society is the largest association of medical doctors in the state and a trusted source for health policy 

leadership since 1841.  
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