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Marlene Melzer-Lange, MD, receives Foundation’s 

‘Superhero of Medicine’ Award 
 

MADISON — The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation honored Marlene Melzer-Lange, MD, 

with the Superhero of Medicine Award during its Annual Dinner in Madison on April 13. The 

Superhero of Medicine Award is presented annually to a physician from among those nominated for 

having superpower-like attributes and using them to go above and beyond the call of their 

profession. 

Doctor Melzer-Lange is Professor of Pediatrics at Medical College of Wisconsin and has been an 

attending physician in the Emergency Department at Children's Hospital of Wisconsin (CHW) for 

37 years, serving as emergency services medical director for the past 8 years. She is chair of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics’ Subcommittee on Violence Prevention and is medical director of 

Project Ujima, a violence intervention/prevention program at CHW. 

Doctor Melzer-Lange was nominated for this award by several colleagues and three physicians she 

mentored as medical students for her tireless work to raise awareness and educate colleagues and 

the public toward ending violence, especially that which so tragically affects children and youth. 

She also was lauded for helping to shape the next generation of physicians through the countless 

medical students and residents she has mentored throughout her career, including through the 

Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation’s Summer Fellowship program. 

“Doctor Melzer-Lange is a passionate advocate for kids and families, especially those who have 

been victims of violence,” said CHW CEO Peggy Troy. “She is well-known across the country and 

quoted nationally in the media. As a Milwaukee native, she truly cares about the health and well-

being of our community.”  

Brian Peterson, MD, with the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office added, “Doctor 

Melzer-Lange has long been an amazingly compassionate and caring physician under the most 

difficult of circumstances… Despite years of high-stress, high-contact emergency medicine with the 

smallest patients, she has maintained a sense of humor and compassion, providing not just 

superlative patient care, but also teaching successive groups of students, residents, and fellows how 

to do likewise.”  
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The Wisconsin Medical Society Foundation, chartered in 1955 as a charitable organization, works 

to advance the health of the people of Wisconsin by supporting medical and health education and 

statewide public health initiatives.  

With nearly 12,500 members dedicated to the best interests of their patients, the Wisconsin Medical 

Society is the largest association of medical doctors in the state and a trusted source for health 

policy leadership since 1841.  
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