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Aging Advocates Commend the Governor and Legislature for Passage 

of Legislation Supporting Older Adults  

 

(MADISON, WI) – Aging advocates praise the Governor’s signing of Supported 

Decision-Making legislation (AB 655) late this afternoon. This legislation gives 

older adults and people with disabilities, who need assistance with decision-

making, a new option to choose a “Supporter” to help them with various 

aspects of the decision-making process. A supporter(s) will help with 

information gathering, explaining the options, and/or communicating the 

Person’s decision to others; yet the Person will fully retain their right to make 

their own decisions. All of the state’s other statutory options for people who 

need assistance with decisions – guardianship and Powers of Attorney – give 

another individual the authority to make some or all decisions for the Person. 

Through the use of trusted supporters, adults of all ages with function 

impairments, will have opportunities to retain all or some of their own 

decision-making authority over their life decisions. Wisconsin is one of only a 

few states in the country where this option is available. 

For anyone interested in learning more about supported decision-making and 

the new law, The Arc Wisconsin, Wisconsin Board for People with 

Developmental Disabilities (BPDD), Disability Rights Wisconsin (DRW) and the 

Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources (GWAAR) will be providing a 

free webinar training on May 21, 2018. To register for the webinar go to: 

https://thearc.webex.com/thearc/SDM-webinar  

Earlier this month, Governor Walker signed the Uniform Adult Guardianship 
Jurisdiction (AB 629) and Alzheimer’s & Dementia Awareness Grants (AB 632) 
legislation into law. The Uniform Adult Guardianship Jurisdiction legislation 
will help Wisconsin courts to effectively communicate with other courts when 
jurisdiction issues arise. The Alzheimer’s & Dementia Awareness Grants bill 
provides the state Department of Health Services $500,000 to distribute in 
grants to community programs to help raise awareness of local Alzheimer’s 
and dementia resources.  
 
The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network thanks the Governor and state 
legislators for legislation supporting the independence and quality of life of 
Wisconsin older adults and caregivers. 
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