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Homestead Credit Provides Tax Relief to Low-income Families and Seniors 

 
Since 1964, The Homestead Tax Credit has directed property tax relief to low-income homeowners and renters in 

Wisconsin. For decades, the Homestead Credit has provide tax relief for people whose property taxes have exceeded their 

ability to pay. 

From its inception, the Homestead Credit has helped thousands of hourly workers and senior citizens on fixed incomes keep 

their homes in tough economic times. This is real money that families and seniors can use for everyday living expenses. 

In order to qualify for the Homestead Credit, yearly household income must be at least $8,060 and below $24,680. 

Households who qualify for the Homestead Credit could have their income tax liability reduced by up to $1,186.   

Unlike many property tax relief efforts that give breaks to out-of-state land owners, businesses and wealthy individuals with 

multiple homes, the Homestead Credit is unique that it is specifically targeted to individual Wisconsin residents. Credits 

paid to local governments benefit all property owners, but targeting the Homestead Credit directly helps low-income 

homeowners and renters. 

In 2009, Democrats in the legislature passed a provision to have the income threshold and amount of the Homestead Credit 

to be indexed for inflation to reflect the budget realities of Wisconsin families. 

In 2011, Republican controlled legislature eliminated the indexing of the Homestead Tax Credit for inflation. This froze the 

income qualifications and amount of the credit at current levels. 

Last month, I joined 37 legislators as the Senate lead author of legislation to restore the indexing of the Homestead Tax 

Credit for inflation. This would once again have the Homestead Tax Credit reflect the budgetary realities of low-income 

families, senior citizens and those on fixed incomes.  

The Homestead Tax Credit is especially helpful to senior citizens and people on fixed incomes because in order to receive 

the credit, only the yearly household income is used to determine eligibility for the credit. Total assets or the home values 

are not used to limit eligibility for the Homestead Credit. In 2013, over 220,000 households received an average the 

Homestead Tax Credit of $525.  

Because the Homestead Tax Credit is not automatically applied to a household’s income tax filing, there are many families 

and individuals that are eligible for the Homestead Credit and are either unaware that it exist or have not filed to the credit 

when filing their income taxes. 

To receive the credit, you need to complete the Homestead Credit Claim, which is Schedule H or Schedule H-EZ and attach 

it to your state Wisconsin income tax return. For those who have not filed for the Homestead Credit, you can retroactively 

file up to four years prior to your initial claim. All you need to do is fill out a Schedule H or H-EZ, attach a copy of your 

property tax bill for those years and write “Income Tax Return filed separately” at the top of your Schedule H or H-EZ. 

So, if you’re a Wisconsin resident on a fixed or limited income, it is worth the time and effort to see if you qualify for the 

Homestead Tax Credit. 
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