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City Administrator Agrees to Four-Month Contract Extension to Support State of Emergency 
Mayor Mason and Administrator Palenick will ask Council for approval on Monday 

 
City of Racine – City of Racine Mayor Cory Mason and City Administrator Jim Palenick agreed to a four-month extension 
of his contract that was set to expire on the 23rd of April. The contract extension will allow continuity of leadership in 
the time of COVID-19. 
 
“I thank the City Administrator for agreeing to a four-month extension of his contract. In the midst of a pandemic and 
because of the work Jim has been doing around several major development projects, this extension provides stability to 
staff and stakeholders while we outline a process to search for a successor,” said Mayor Cory Mason. “I thank Jim for his 
service to the Racine community and I know that the next community he serves will be in good hands.” 
 
City Administrator Palenick was originally appointed by Mayor John Dickert and confirmed by the Common Council on 
March 31, 2017, and began his duties on April 23, 2017. During his time with the City of Racine, Mr. Palenick was 
instrumental in moving forward major development projects that include the almost complete Gold Medal Lofts, Ajax 
Apartments, the Lake Avenue project with Hovde Development Group, and soon to constructed Gatehouse project 
which includes a first-class, full service, destination hotel and regional convention center on the City’s lakefront.  
   
“For most of my career I have served as a “change-agent” City Manager within Council-Manager forms of local 
government. It is within such a structure that my skill-set and experience is best suited, and wherein my true passion 
lies. To that end, I have come to realize that it’s time that I move on to again find such a role where both my passion and 
fit can bring value to a municipal organization in need of the kind of visionary, innovative, and professional leadership I 
have to offer,” said City Administrator Jim Palenick. 
 
“Having said that, however, it has been a humbling experience, and my distinct honor to have served the City of Racine 
at a time of such fundamental change and transition. I have felt a deep sense of personal fulfillment in working through 
a number of significant financial challenges faced by the City and in trying to create, through economic development, a 
more sustainable and prosperous future. I remain committed to the City for as long as I remain in my current position 
and I will forever value the great personal relationships I have developed within this wonderful Racine Community,” 
continued Mr. Palenick. 
 
"I am happy to have the opportunity to extend the contract for City Administrator Palenick, even if only for this short 
time.  Jim's time in our community has been focused on making Racine a better place for everyone to live.  I am certain 
that these next four months will be no different as he is both passionate and dedicated.  This time will give us all the 
opportunity to ensure the needs of the community are being addressed, that Jim has ample opportunity to navigate his 
own future and that we are all able to prepare for the future beyond this pandemic," said Common Council President 
Jason Meekma of Administrator Palenick’s service to the City of Racine.   
 



   
 

   
 

The contract extension will be presented to the full Common Council on Monday, April 20th. It will be introduced and 
sponsored by Mayor Cory Mason, Common Council President Jason Meekma, Alderman Jeff Coe, and Alderwoman Mary 
Land. 
 
About the City of Racine  
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.    
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