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Long-term care advocates delivered hundreds of personal stories to legislators this week detailing 

the detrimental impact the proposed changes to Family Care and IRIS will have on Wisconsin 

citizens. Every state legislator received more than 600 stories submitted by concerned consumers, 

family members and local businesses affected by the proposed elimination of IRIS and the 

dismantling of the current Family Care program.  

 

“We have been overwhelmed by the number of stories we’ve received from individuals whose lives 

will be impacted by the budget’s changes to long-term care,” said Lynn Breedlove, former 

Executive Director of Disability Rights Wisconsin. “By sharing their stories with legislators, we 

hope to show just how far-reaching these proposed changes are and what they mean for Wisconsin 

citizens.”  

 

“Individuals living in every corner of the state are touched by the long-term care system either 

personally or through their families, friends and neighbors,” said Wisconsin Long-term Care 

Coalition member Tom Frazier. “None of the people who interact with this system on a daily basis 

were asked for input on the dramatic changes to Family Care and IRIS, and the lack of detail 

provided in the budget is creating widespread confusion and fear.” 

 

Over 55,000 people with disabilities and the frail elderly rely on Wisconsin’s long-term care system 

to live independently and in the setting of their own choice. Stories were received from children 

who don’t want their parents to end up in nursing homes, participants afraid of losing their trusted 

caregiver or their job in the community, and aging parents who want to know their children will be 

cared for long after they’re gone. These are some of their stories: 

 

 “Due to the help of FamilyCare my sister-in-law is able to hold down a part-time job and 

stay in her own home, without FamilyCare she would be in a nursing home”—Joanne, 

Richland Center 

 “As an aging parent it's comforting to know that my son will get the help he needs to live 

full and productive life when I'm gone.  That includes a meaningful job, community outings 

of his choice, a place of his own, and friends that are both disabled and non-disabled”—

Frank, Sheboygan Falls.  

 “If IRIS is eliminated I will become more isolated from the community and possibly not be 

able to keep my jobs. I am an individual and IRIS makes it possible to make some of my 

own decisions about how I live my life. That is important,”—Laura, Appleton 



 

 
 

The number of real people – our family members, neighbors and friends-- affected by the 

significant, undefined changes proposed to our long-term care system is far too great to be included 

in the state budget without stakeholder input.  The Wisconsin Long-Term Care Coalition calls on 

the Legislature to remove the changes to Family Care, IRIS and ADRCs from the budget. 
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