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Farmers Union applauds removal of non-fiscal items from budget 

MADISON – Wisconsin Farmers Union President Darin Von Ruden commended the Joint Finance Committee 

for removing 14 of the 49 items that had been identified as non-fiscal policy items from the Biennial State 

Budget proposal yesterday. The dropped provisions included plans to make the Natural Resources and 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection boards advisory-only. 

“It’s good to see that the Legislature has used their authority to take these non-fiscal items out of the budget,” 

Von Ruden said. “Wisconsin Farmers Union has been working to ensure that citizens continue to have true 

input on regulatory issues through the DATCP and DNR boards – making them strictly advisory would have 

greatly limited the voices of our farmers and rural communities.”  

Though he viewed the retention of the boards’ regulatory authority as a victory, the results regarding broadband 

expansion grants were mixed. 

“While the increased investment from the previous budget is a step in the right direction, I was disheartened by 

the committee’s rejection of an amendment proposed by Sen. Jon Erpenbach (D-Middleton) to increase 

investments in broadband internet expansion for rural and underserved areas by $15 million over the biennium,” 

Von Ruden said. 

“Rural broadband access is a key trigger for economic growth in the Wisconsin countryside,” he said. “Small 

business growth in rural areas will not happen without high speed internet access – we cannot expect the next 

generation to build their enterprises in places that still rely on dial-up internet.”  

According to the Federal Communications Commission, there are 804,000 people in Wisconsin without access 

to a wired connection capable of 25mbps download speeds. A total of 954,000 people in the state have access to 

only one wired provider, leaving them no options to switch. Another 202,000 don't have any wired internet 

providers available where they live. 

Since 1930, Wisconsin Farmers Union has been committed to enhancing the quality of life for family farmers, 

rural communities and all people through cooperative endeavors, educational opportunities and civic 

engagement. Learn more at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com.  
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