
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

April 17, 2015 

Contact: Sen. Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee) 608-266-5810 

Rep. Gordon Hintz (D-Oshkosh) 608-266-2254 

Sen. Jon Erpenbach (D-Middleton) 608-266-6670 

             Rep. Chris Taylor (D-Madison) 608-266-5342 

 

 

JFC Democrats Champion Closing the Worker Skills Gap and Support for Veterans 
 
 

Madison – The Joint Finance Committee Democrats will offer motions today to increase funding for the 

Wisconsin Technical College System to close Wisconsin’s “skills gap” and increase access to mental health, 

suicide prevention, and family counseling services for Wisconsin veterans through an existing health assistance 

program.  The motion would provide mental health gap coverage for veterans and their families who currently 

have to wait for mental health coverage.  

 

“Today’s motion will fund workforce growth, innovation grants and veteran’s success grants through the 

Technical College system so that we can close the “skills gap” that Governor Walker has discussed in the 

media. With these tools the Wisconsin Technical College System can help make our workforce nimble and help 

us achieve our goal of economic success,” said Senator Erpenbach (D-Middleton). 

 

“Our veterans deserve our support.  Today’s motions are a simple way to give veterans the respect and 

resources they need after serving our country.  By expanding the needy veterans program we can offer essential 

mental health, suicide prevention alcohol and drug abuse services and family counseling in less than 48 hours 

when veterans need help,” said Representative Gordon Hintz (D-Oshkosh). 

 

“Failing to adequately staff positions, provide resources and get our veterans what they need is not an option,” 

said Sen. Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee).  “We have legislators that talk a good game, can salute impressively, but 

then drop the ball on taking care of those who have given much for our country’s safety.” 
 

“Democrats are committed to changing this budget of cuts and borrowing into a budget of economic growth 

and opportunity.  By investing in our excellent technical colleges, we are guaranteeing that our workforce will 

have the skills needed for the jobs of today and tomorrow,” said Representative Chris Taylor (D-Madison). 

 

Governor Walker said that Wisconsin doesn’t have a jobs problem, we have a workers problem.  Today JFC 

Democrats offer motions to improve funding for workforce readiness and offer additional mental health services 

for veterans.   

 

 

#end# 

 


