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PROM AND GRADUATION TIME: A REMINDER THAT 

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE IN PREVENTING  

UNDERAGE DRINKING 
STATE HEALTH OFFICIALS SAY THE COST OF UNDERAGE DRINKING  

IN WISCONSIN IS SIGNFICANT 
 

     MADISON – Underage drinking cost Wisconsin $900 million in 2013, according to a national report 

released last month from the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, the Wisconsin Department of Health 

Services (DHS) announced today. These costs include medical care, work loss, and pain and suffering 

associated with deaths, injuries, violence, traffic crashes, property damage, and other problem behaviors 

resulting from the use of alcohol by underage persons. 

 

     “When it comes to preventing underage drinking, we are all in it together,” said DHS Secretary Kitty 

Rhoades. “That includes parents, the community, and the young people themselves setting clear expectations to 

avoid the risks associated with underage drinking.” 

  

     Research has shown early initiation of alcohol use is a precursor to later misuse. DHS seeks to prevent 

underage drinking through many efforts, including: 

 

 Parents Who Host, Lose The Most. This annual campaign educates communities about the dangers of 

adults providing alcohol to minors and that it is unhealthy, unsafe, and unacceptable for parents to let 

kids drink in their homes. This year, from April through June, 51 coalitions and law enforcement 

agencies throughout the state are sending the message that alcohol doesn’t have to be part of the fun of 

the prom and graduation season.  

 Alliance for Wisconsin Youth. This is a group of 100 coalitions throughout the state, which promotes 

positive youth development, including the prevention of underage drinking. 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant. Twenty percent of the federal funds 

received by the state each year are used to support substance abuse prevention services, including 

underage drinking prevention. The majority of these funds are distributed to county-level programs, 

which provide community-based and individual-level services.  

     There is evidence that these efforts are working to reduce underage drinking, but further work needs to be 

done. According to the 2011-2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, drinking among persons aged 12 

to 20 is higher in Wisconsin than the nation as a whole. However, Wisconsin’s rates of youth alcohol use and 

binge drinking are declining. 
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 28 percent had at least one drink of alcohol on one or more occasions in the past 30 days, compared to 

31 percent in 2008-2009 

 18 percent had five or more drinks of alcohol in a row in the past 30 days, compared to 22 percent in 

2008-2009 

    The Youth Risk Behavior Survey focuses on high school students. Wisconsin’s rate of drinking among 

students in grades 9-12 has decreased since 2003, as has the proportion of Wisconsin teens who initiate alcohol 

use before age 13. Also decreasing steadily is the percentage of high school students who engage in binge 

drinking, now below the national rate. 

 

     Governor Walker has proclaimed April Teen Alcohol Use and Abuse Awareness Month in Wisconsin. 

 

     There is a role for everyone in reducing underage drinking. 

 

 Deliver the message that underage drinking is not okay  

 Model sensible, lawful alcohol consumption  

 Recognize and thank young people who make healthy lifestyle decisions 

 Create a community where young people can grow up and feel good about themselves without drinking 

 Educate young people about the impact alcohol use may have on their life and the lives of others 

 Encourage young people who are involved with or at risk for underage drinking to get help 

     DHS maintains an online library of state and national alcohol use and misuse education and prevention 

resources.  
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