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Bipartisan Package Helps Physicians and Patients

For Immediate Release: April 15, 2020                                             Contact: Laura Jacobs, 608-442-3783

The Wisconsin Medical Society (Society) appreciates and thanks Governor Evers and the Legislature for 
creating a bipartisan package to help address the issues facing health care professionals and patients during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The provisions in this package will help both patients and physicians as we all 
cope with the ramifications of this disease.

The civil liability safe harbor contained within the bipartisan package is critical to improving and ensuring 
access to patient care and protecting the physicians and other health care professionals who are providing 
care to patients for a disease for which there is currently no approved treatment or vaccine. Consequently, 
the environment for providing care has been dramatically impacted due to the fact there is This provision 
will ensure that patients can get the care they need, and physicians and other health care professionals can 
practice in an efficient and effective manner. The Society appreciates the collaboration from legislative leadership 
on this provision as well as partnership of the Wisconsin Hospital Association. The Society thanks the 
Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians, Wisconsin Chapter of the American College of Emergency 
Physicians, Wisconsin Psychiatric Association, Wisconsin Society of Anesthesiologists, Wisconsin Chapter 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Wisconsin Radiological Society for their help as well.

The bipartisan package also codifies the temporary licenses and medical liability insurance requirements 
for retired and out-of-state physicians to help expand the state’s health care workforce during the pandemic. 
These temporary licenses will help to relieve pressure on our health system where it is needed and help patients 
maintain access to care as much as possible. Additionally, the patient protections contained in the bill will help 
to alleviate and minimize some of the burdens confronting COVID-19 patients.

Lastly, the Society supports the changes for the Medicaid program that were incorporated into the final 
package. They will help expand patient access during this crisis, while helping to reduce administrative 
burden and improve flexibility for the state’s physicians.

Significant work remains to be done and we encourage continued collaboration amongst the state’s leaders 
as we continue to fight the COVID-19 pandemic together.
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