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State Bar President Urges Joint Finance to Keep Judicial Council Intact 

Madison, WI – State Bar of Wisconsin President Robert R. Gagan has issued the following statement 
with regard to language included in Gov. Scott Walker’s 2015-17 biennial budget that calls for the 
elimination of the Wisconsin Judicial Council: 

“The State Bar of Wisconsin is cognizant of the budgetary constraints being confronted by the 
governor and state legislature. We have consistently advocated for those cost cutting 
measures that can be implemented without an appreciable decline in protection and safety for 
the people of the state of Wisconsin. However, the State Bar believes that the proposed 
elimination of the Judicial Council would be misguided and would result in a detriment to our 
citizens that significantly exceeds the minimal budgetary savings.  
 
“During their budget deliberations, we urge members of the Joint Finance Committee to 
restore the Council to its current form. It is clear that the Judicial Council has been extremely 
productive over the years, especially with the assistance of a fulltime staff attorney. Many of 
our members have served on the Council, without any pay or remuneration, and continually 
express the importance of a fulltime staff attorney to the success and operation of the Council. 
 
“As a fully funded, independent entity, the Council has been able to successfully pursue 
legislation and complex rule-making petitions regarding the discovery of electronically stored 
information, the rules of appellate procedure, the citation of unpublished appellate decisions 
and the confidentiality of communications made in mediation, to name just a few. The Council 
also has several very important projects it is still working on, including a complete revision of 
the code of criminal procedure and a revision of the Wisconsin rules of evidence. Eliminating 
the Judicial Council now will certainly delay these important projects indefinitely. 
 
“No other body exists to complete this work - at least no body that has both the expertise and 
the participation of all three branches of government. By bringing the three branches of 
government together in one body to facilitate modernization of our Criminal Code and to 
assure compliance with the legislature’s promulgations, the Judicial Council has ably assisted 
the three branches of Wisconsin’s government for over 60 years. The State Bar respectfully 
requests that the Judicial Council be allowed to continue its role of providing advice and 
facilitation in the future.” 

 
# # # 

 
The State Bar of Wisconsin is the mandatory professional association, created by the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court, for attorneys who hold a Wisconsin law license. With more than 25,000 members, the State Bar aids the 
courts in improving the administration of justice, provides continuing legal education for its members to help 
them maintain their expertise, and assists Wisconsin lawyers in carrying out community service initiatives to 
educate the public about the legal system and the value of lawyers. For more information, visit www.wisbar.org. 
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