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Disability Vote Advocates Voice Concerns on Election Bills 

 

Today the Senate Elections committee will be considering bills that 

may make it harder for many people with disabilities and older adults 

to vote.  Members of the Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition want to 

be a resource to inform policymakers about our concerns regarding 

the impact of these proposals and share the barriers many voters 

with disabilities and older adults experience.  A number of Coalition 

members are participating in the hearing today either by submitting 

written testimony or speaking virtually. 

 

The proposals of concern at today’s hearing include:   

• SB 204 which would virtually eliminate the option for Indefinitely 

Confined voters to receive an absentee ballot for every election 

and would eliminate the current option for the witness’ signature 

on the Absentee Ballot Certificate Envelope to satisfy the photo 

ID requirement.    

• SB 205 which would make it harder for voters who live in 

nursing homes and groups homes to vote and would restrict 

staff members from offering information about voter registration 

or information about applying for an absentee ballot.  
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Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition members hope to work with 

legislators to make our elections more accessible and inclusive, 

instead of creating additional barriers.  A significant number of 

Wisconsin voters have a disability.  According to the American 

Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), approximately 23% of 

the electorate in the November election were individuals with some 

type of disability, including disabilities acquired through aging.  As 

policymakers and election officials consider changes to Wisconsin law, 

it is important that they understand the rights of voters with 

disabilities, including the need to safeguard the protections in federal 

and state law.   

 

About the Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition 

The WDVC is a non-partisan effort to help ensure full participation in 

the entire electoral process of voters with disabilities, including 

registering to vote, casting a vote, and accessing polling 

places.  Members include people with disabilities, and community 

agencies including Access to Independence, Wisconsin Council of the 

Blind and Visually Impaired, NAMI Wisconsin, Greater Wisconsin 

Agency on Aging Resources, Inc.(GWAAR), CIL Western Wisconsin, 

People First Wisconsin, Mental Health America, Wisconsin Association 

of the Deaf, Wisconsin Coalition of Independent Living Centers, and 

many others.  The Coalition is coordinated by Disability Rights 

Wisconsin and Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental 

Disabilities. 

 


