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A Call for Accountability 
Gerrymandered maps are the reason people were forced to choose between their health and 

their vote 
 
Last week Wisconsin Voices and our partners urged elected officials, including the Wisconsin 
legislature, Governor Evers, the Wisconsin Supreme Court and the Wisconsin Election 
Commission, to do the right thing and protect all Wisconsinites by postponing the April 7th 
election. Instead, when the governor moved to postpone the election, we witnessed the Republican 
Legislative leadership, Rep. Vos and Sen. Fitzgerald, appeal the decision directly to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. In blatant disregard for public health and protected from accountability by 
heavily gerrymandered electoral maps, they pushed through a disenfranchising election. They failed 
all of us when they chose to let the election proceed, endangering the lives of thousands of 
Wisconsinites and their families and communities and ensuring that tens of thousands of us 
were denied the right to vote because they feared for their lives. 
 
All of us who live in Wisconsin should at the very least have the right to expect those we elect to 
protect our lives and our constitutional right to vote. This week our electeds failed at both of 
these fundamental responsibilities. They failed to exercise leadership in a crisis. They failed to 
put the rights of voters above partisan politics. They especially failed to protect people of color 
who are most disenfranchised in this country. The black communities in Milwaukee are the most 
impacted by this virus and those were the very communities who waited in lines for hours, 
exposing themselves to COVID-19 in order to exercise their right to vote. Tens of thousands of 
other voters requested absentee ballots, at the direction of the elections commission, that never 
arrived in time for them to vote. Officials failed voters and failed to provide the necessary 
resources for clerks to carry out their jobs in this environment.  
 
It is clearer than ever that one of the main causes of this catastrophic failure of our democracy 
on Tuesday is that politicians act in total disregard for the lives of the people who elect them, 
without fear of accountability or loss of power. Here’s why: in 2011, these same politicians drew 
lines for electoral maps to protect themselves from ever facing any consequences for their 
actions or inactions. A remedy to this MUST include ensuring those who refuse to agree to 
support a fair nonpartisan process for creating electoral maps lose their jobs. Rigged maps = 
rigged elections. It’s time to fix the system that helped create the catastrophic election mess we 
experienced last week. 
 
The truth is that if any of us had allowed a disaster like the one last Tuesday to occur on our 
jobs, we would be fired. It is time that the voters of Wisconsin make sure that legislators here 
understand that they are beholden to us and that we expect better. We have the chance to do 
that in November.  



 
Every seat in the State Assembly and half of the seats in the State Senate will be on the ballot 
in November. Ask those running for re-election and the candidates challenging them where they 
stand on nonpartisan redistricting. We must make sure those responsible for endangering both 
our lives and our right to vote are held accountable.  


