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Milwaukee, WI – The Extension Milwaukee County Garden Rental program is working to ensure 
that community members have access to the land they need to grow food during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
“Access to land for growing food can be a challenge for many residents in the county,” said 
Extension Urban Agriculture Program Coordinator Dennis Lukaszewsi. “Every year we have 
community gardeners tell us that our program gives them access to gardening space. For some 
it is the only way they can afford to feed their family healthy food. We expect this need to 
increase as COVID-19 has put so many people out of work.” 
 
According to data from County Health Rankings, an estimated one in seven Milwaukee County 
households were food insecure at the beginning of 2020, meaning they didn’t have assured 
access to the food they needed.  The Garden Rental program will continue to connect these 
households with land for growing their own healthy food, especially as food insecurity rises in 
the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.  
  
The Garden Rental Program has been running for 48 years and manages 80 acres of land 
across Milwaukee county with more than 2,800 rentable plots. Rental plots vary in size from four 
foot by eight foot raised beds to quarter acre MicroFarms depending on the location. Prices start 
at $25 and increase with the size of the plot.  
 
Garden Rental plots are available to all community members. Anyone interested in renting a 
garden plot can see the price list and fill out a new plot request form found at the Extension 
Garden Rental website. Forms may be sent via mail or email. Extension offices are closed, but 
persons without internet access can leave a voice message at 414-615-0538 for assistance.   
 
For more on Garden Rental Program: milwaukee.extension.wisc.edu/agriculture/garden-rental 
 

- 1 of 1 - 

mailto:dennis.lukaszewski@wisc.edu

