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US Air Force Decision Foists Beleaguered Jets Upon Madison Community 
 

Madison –  Alder and Wisconsin Assembly Candidate Marsha Rummel released the following 
statement on the United State Air Force announcement today that it has chosen Madison’s Truax 
Field to stage the troubled F-35 fighter jet: 
 
“Today the US Air Force made a decision contrary to its own stated purpose of performing an 
Environmental Impact Statement in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The 
purpose of the EIS was to explain to both the public and policy makers how the proposal would affect 
the public and lay out which of the five proposed sites would cause the least negative impact to the 
environment and public health and safety. 
 
The Air Force's analysis in the final EIS did not change initial findings of disproportionate impacts on 
nearby residents who are predominantly low income and people of color. This appears to violate the 
racial and environmental justice standards set forth in NEPA law. Three of the five other proposed 
sites were in more suitable locations with dramatically less negative impact. Siting these fighter jets 
in an urban area will result in a diminished quality of life for nearby residents and adversely impact 
real estate values. This widespread loss of property value will hit both homeowners and taxpayers 
hard in an already uncertain economic time. 
 
In addition to being one of the most expensive military weapons in history, with an uneven track 
record, it is not clear that these jets effectively protect our nation from the real and present dangers 
we face. The costs to local governments to help residents with mitigation and the lack of diligence by 
the Air Force to understand the cost of site clean-up of dangerous PFAS chemicals from our 
groundwater were not part of the USAF review. Higher decibel levels put Madison residents, 
including children at nearby schools and day cares in danger of developmental issues and permanent 
hearing damage.  
 
The USAF/NGB ignored the concerns of thousands of Madison residents including the Madison 
Common Council which recently voted 13-5 to oppose siting the fighter jets in Madison. Other elected 
officials at the county and state level and many community organizations opposed the beddown of F-
35s at Truax. There was a groundswell of opposition in neighborhoods adjacent to the base. I will 
continue my efforts to represent Madison residents who oppose the F-35s and will support the coming 
lawsuits that will seek a halt to implementation.” 
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