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Gov. Evers' Statement on Passage of COVID-19 Response 

Legislation 

  

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today released the below statement following the Wisconsin State 
Senate's passage of COVID-19 response legislation and sent a letter calling for the bill to be sent to his 
desk immediately.  
 
“My pen has been waiting for weeks to sign legislation that guarantees Wisconsin will capture our fair 
share of federal dollars under the CARES Act and ensures workers experiencing unemployment and 
underemployment won’t be forced to wait an extra week for needed benefits to kick in. This bill is 
finally a step in the right direction, but there is much more work to be done.  
 
“Although I remain concerned about what is missing from this legislation I have called for this bill to 
be sent over for my signature as soon as possible. The bill I will sign falls short of what is needed to 
address the magnitude and gravity of what our state is facing, but I am not willing to delay our state’s 
response to this crisis.  
 
“This bill does not provide hazard pay or workers compensation for all frontline and critical workers 
like first responders, childcare providers, and healthcare workers who are risking their lives going to 
work every day. This bill lacks meaningful support for small businesses and farmers who are 
struggling to make ends meet and includes no additional investments in our businesses or farmers 
through WEDC’s successful 20/20 program.  
 
“Our state is facing significant challenges as we respond to and prevent the spread of COVID19. The 
bottom line is that we have to do everything we can to keep our families, our neighbors, and our 
communities safe while also looking towards our economic recovery. People across our state are 
hurting. We have asked Wisconsinites to make sacrifices so we can keep them safe, and the 
Legislature needs to do their part. 
 
“My administration has been working to do as much as we can to respond to COVID-19 but we need 
to have the flexibility and resources to be able to provide necessary support for the people of our 
state. It’s clear that more legislation will be needed to meaningfully address COVID-19 in Wisconsin 
and help workers, families, businesses, and farmers.”  
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