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Health and Aging Groups Thank Legislature for Covering Vaccines  

 

MADISON, WI, April 15, 2020—The Coalition of Wisconsin Aging and Health Groups today 

thanked the State Assembly and State Senate for including vaccine coverage under Senior Care in 

the COVID-19 legislation passed by both Houses this week.   

 

“Vaccines are an inexpensive means of preventing preventable illness, this is one of those rare 

cases where good public policy and good fiscal policy align” said Rob Gundermann, President 

and CEO of the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging and Health Groups.   

 

“Take the Shingles vaccine for example, over 100 million Americans will develop shingles in 

their lifetime and between 1% and 4% of them will require hospitalization.  The Shingles vaccine 

is 97% effective.  That means we can eliminate 97% of those 1 to 4 million hospitalizations with a 

vaccine.  With this kind of pay off it’s just common sense to provide vaccines where we can” 

Gundermann said.   

 

• Average cost of a hospital stay = $10,000 

• Elimination of 97% of 1 million hospital stays = $9,700,000,000 savings 

• Elimination of 97% of 4 million hospital stays = $38,800,000,000 savings 

 

Eventually, we will have a vaccine for COVID-19 and we will have a lot of work to do to get 

everyone in our state vaccinated.  Covering vaccines under Senior Care is prudent planning for 

when that day comes, and the actions taken by the Assembly and Senate this week puts Wisconsin 

one step ahead.   

 

On February 27th the Coalition convened a panel of experts who briefed legislators and staff on 

vaccines and COVID-19.    

 

 

 

 


