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RIVERWAY BOARD HEARS LEOPOLD PRESENTATION 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met in Sauk City on April 13th to conduct a regular 

monthly business meeting and heard two special presentations.  Members of the Sauk City Fire Department 

were on hand to discuss the department’s new rescue boat for use on the Wisconsin River and surrounding 

water bodies.  Tom Wipperfurth, Sauk City Fire Department President, explained a grant was obtained from 

Firehouse Subs, a national sandwich shop chain, to fund the purchase of the inflatable boat with a propless 

motor along with other supporting rescue equipment and gear.  The boat will improve response time for river 

rescues and enable department personnel to better navigate the river during low water conditions.  Training on 

the use of the boat and equipment has been ongoing for several months. 

 Steve Swenson, Director of Conservation at the Aldo Leopold Foundation, then gave a presentation on 

Leopold and the land ethic.  He read from Leopold’s seminal work A Sand County Almanac and discussed the 

importance of private landowners in achieving conservation goals.  Using the hills across the river from Sauk 

Prairie as an example, he demonstrated how the area around the Wollersheim Winery has changed over the 

years from being nearly devoid of trees to having the hillsides outside of the vineyard covered in tree growth, 

many of which are red cedars that have overtaken upland prairie sites.  Swenson said efforts to preserve 

remnant goat prairies, such as at Round Top, are vital to maintaining this vanishing habitat type.  Swenson also 

discussed the importance of thinking critically about conducting conservation activities on one’s land to assure 

that the efforts will lead to an attainable and desired outcome.  He noted the development of a booklet, “My 

Healthy Woods”, has been an effective tool in landowner education.  With 95% of the land in the Driftless Area 
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privately owned, Swenson noted the contributions of private landowners to preserving habitat, battling invasive 

species and maintaining biodiversity cannot be overstated.  Providing landowners with the education and tools 

to make good decisions on the land will assure the proper stewardship of our natural resources moving forward 

according to Swenson.   

 In other action, the board approved four permits for Jason Sable, Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) Forester, for timber harvest activities on state owned lands in the Riverway. Timber harvests, including 

some clearcutting, will take place in the Town of Millville, Grant County, and the Towns of Clyde and 

Wyoming, both in Iowa County.  In addition, cutting of red pine and the thinning of a white pine plantation will 

take place at the Lemanski tract in the Town of Pulaski, between Muscoda and Avoca, also in Iowa County. 

 Representatives of the Friends of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway (FLOW) reported on the need for life 

jacket donations and funds to assist with the Kids Don’t Float program.  Currently, there are ten free loaner life 

jacket kiosks in the Riverway, from Prairie du Sac to Boscobel.  A new kiosk at Woodman is in the planning 

stages with hopes that a kiosk can be established at Millville as funds are available.  FLOW also noted that a 

grant had been obtained to support a Lower Wisconsin Riverway Symposium for each of the next two years.  

The inaugural event will be held September 16th & 17th at the Wisconsin Riverside Resort.  Details on speakers 

and field trips will be released in the coming weeks. 

 Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director, said the next meeting will be held in Boscobel on 

May 11th.  Dan Goltz, DNR Wildlife Ecologist, will be the speaker. Cupp will give a presentation on 

Department of Transportation (DOT) plans for the portion of the STH 60 Muscoda to Gotham project that hugs 

the river between Bogus Bluff and the Riverview Hills canoe livery.  He noted a separate DOT public 

information meeting detailing plans for the entire route will take place in late spring or summer.   
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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