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Rep. Tranel Votes for COVID-19 Response Bill 

 
Madison, WI – Today, the Wisconsin State Assembly convened in extraordinary session to consider bi-partisan 

legislation to address COVID‐19 and the public health emergency facing Wisconsin. Legislators participated in 

the business of the State Assembly either in‐person utilizing social distancing guidelines or through virtual 

means.   

 

State Representative Travis Tranel was in attendance at the State Capitol for the session and released the 

following statement regarding the passage of AB 1038/SB 932: 

 

“It’s been a very stressful and trying time for everyone in southwest Wisconsin,” said Rep. Tranel. “This bi-

partisan bill will help ensure our state can better respond to the public health emergency. I have heard from 

many local business owners and individuals during this difficult time. It’s very encouraging to hear that so 

many friends and neighbors are coming together to help one another.” 

 

The COVID-19 Response Bill eliminates the one-week waiting period for unemployment insurance benefits. 

The change would be applied retroactively to claims made after March 12 and runs through February 7, 2021. 

 

The legislation also: 

 

• Ensures no co-pays for COVID-19 testing 

• Allows pharmacists to extend prescriptions 

• Eases licensing requirements for health care professionals and emergency medical responders 

• Expands SeniorCare to include coverage of vaccinations 

• Prohibits health insurance coverage discrimination based on COVID-19 

• Sets aside $75 million to address future, unexpected needs that federal dollars don’t cover 

• Provides the needed flexibilities to school districts to complete the school year online 

• Requires the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to develop a plan to assist the state’s main 

industries (tourism, agriculture, manufacturing, construction and retail) 

 

“I’m proud of the bipartisan collaborations that went into crafting this bill,” said Rep. Tranel. “Together we are 

working on bending the curve as fast as possible to be able to quickly and safely open Wisconsin’s economy.” 

 

For more information on COVID-19 please visit www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/  
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