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WI Education Chair: Legislative Action Today 

Will Help Schools Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Today’s COVID-19 Bill also helps Healthcare Workers & waives 

the 1-week Unemployment Benefit Waiting Period 

Madison – The COVID-19 pandemic has touched all of our lives.  While many in our 

communities are getting extra time with their families, there are many facets of our state 

that have been extremely hard hit.  School closures, severe sicknesses, a rising death toll, 

overworked medical staff, business closures, and an alarming unemployment rate are 

among the many parts of our society that are severely hurting.   

  

While it is going to take time to get all the facets of Wisconsin fully up and running 

again, there are some things that need immediate attention.  Today, we in the Wisconsin 

State Assembly met in Extraordinary Session and with an overwhelmingly bipartisan 

vote, passed a ‘COVID-19 Legislative Package’ that begins to help some parts of our 

state during this time of crisis.  While more will be done in coming weeks and months, it 

is important to highlight today’s legislative action on the pandemic:   

 

-The one-week waiting period for unemployment insurance benefits has been eliminated 

under the bill. This will be applied retroactively to claims made March 12, 2020 - 

February 7, 2021.   

 

-All schools in the state are being provided waivers for annual state testing and missed 

school days for this school year.  It is important to give schools and school districts 

necessary flexibilities as they continue to complete the school year during this 

unprecedented time.  In addition, we are having the state’s Department of Public 

Instruction collect data on virtual instruction so that we can better prepare for any 

necessary future K-12 online learning across the state.   

 

-We are easing licensing requirements for health care professionals and emergency 

medical responders, those brave heroes who are right in the middle of saving lives.   

-We’re also giving temporary waivers of interest and penalties for late property tax 

payments. 

 



 

 

As we in the Legislature continue to address much-needed relief for all of our state’s 

citizens, today’s action is a much-needed first important step.  May you and all of your 

loved ones be safe and healthy.   
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