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Reps. Chris Taylor and Melissa Sargent Call for More Comprehensive  

COVID-19 Relief Package 

The bill passed today was a first step, but failed to make critical state investments for needed relief 

 

 

MADISON – Today, the State Assembly passed Assembly Bill 1038 which was a first, small step in 

addressing our state’s response to the COVID-19 crisis. The two most important provisions in the bill made 

legislative changes that were required under the federal Families First Coronavirus Response Act and the 

CARES Act in order to receive millions of dollars of increased federal aid. These changes temporarily 

repeal misguided Republican policies passed since 2011 that have made it harder for people to access 

BadgerCare and unemployment insurance, two programs that are critically important for Wisconsinites 

struggling with the COVID-19 crisis. The legislation also temporarily waives provisions Republicans 

passed during their irresponsible lame-duck session which stripped important powers from Governor 

Evers. 

 

Representatives Chris Taylor and Melissa Sargent released the following joint statement: 

 

“Today we voted for AB 1038, a bill that will temporarily repeal irresponsible Republican policies which 

disqualified our state from obtaining millions of dollars in federal aid to help with the COVID-19 crisis. 

Despite the unprecedented hardships being experienced by Wisconsin families, small businesses, farmers 

and front-line workers, this bill does not appropriate one single state dollar for Wisconsinites to help 

mitigate the devastating health and economic consequences of this pandemic. There is not one state dollar 

appropriated for: 

 Families in need of support to meet their basic needs like food security or emergency housing 

assistance. 

 Our essential front line workers who need compensation and health care as they take care of 

Wisconsinites throughout our state. 

 Farmers and small businesses, many of whom have been forced to close their doors to protect public 

safety.  

 Long-term care facilities and nursing homes who are working around the clock to keep our loved 

ones safe from a virus that disproportionately impacts the elderly. 

 Our UW System, which is facing nearly $170 million in lost revenue this spring. 

 The November election and our city and county clerks who will administer it. Because of 

Republicans’ refusal to act, people had to risk their lives to vote when their absentee ballot did not 

arrive on time. We must prepare for a skyrocket in absentee ballot requests for the fall election.   



“Contrary to our neighboring states of Minnesota and Michigan who made serious economic commitments 

to address the needs of their people, Wisconsin Republicans have failed to make a single state investment 

to provide needed relief for our people. 

 

“Republicans also put forth a last-minute amendment with several changes to the legislation, including a 

provision to narrow which frontline workers are eligible for worker’s compensation if they are infected 

with COVID-19. This new provision requires the worker to have been exposed to COVID-19 in the course 

of their employment in order to receive worker’s compensation, something that could be very challenging 

to prove. 

 

“Our families, businesses, farmers, and essential workers are making countless sacrifices in the interest of 

public health to stop the spread of this virus, and ultimately to save lives. What kind of ‘relief’ is really 

being provided when not one single state dollar is being appropriated for workers risking their lives on a 

daily basis? 

 

“Helping the people of our state has to be our top priority as policy makers. Our state government must do 

everything possible to keep our communities safe, provide economic assistance to those in desperate need, 

protect our democracy, and support our farms and businesses. This bill does the bare minimum. Now, we 

must follow the lead of Governor Evers’ and other states like Minnesota and Michigan in passing 

comprehensive legislation to address the pressing needs of Wisconsinites. This bill must be the beginning 

of our state’s COVID-19 response, not the end. The people of this state deserve nothing less.” 
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