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NEAR WEST SIDE PARTNERS, INC. ANNOUNCES 
$1+ MILLION INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE NEAR WEST SIDE  

3-Year PARC Initiative will improve the quality of life for residents and employees and utilize innovative law 
enforcement strategy to improve safety  

 
Milwaukee – Near West Side Partners, Inc. (NWSP), a non-profit organization founded through the 
support of five anchor institutions – Aurora Health Care, Harley-Davidson, Marquette University, 
MillerCoors and Potawatomi Business Development Corporation – today announced PARC, a major new, 
anchor-funded initiative designed to support NWSP’s mission to revitalize and sustain the Near West Side 
as a thriving business and residential corridor.   
 

At a news conference hosted at Harley-Davidson, CEOs from the anchor institutions were joined by 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, Milwaukee Police Chief Edward Flynn and Milwaukee County District 
Attorney John Chisholm to announce the “Promoting Assets and Reducing Crime” Initiative – or PARC – 
an innovative 3-year, $1+ million program that takes a two-pronged approach to improve the Near West 
Side: 

1. Promoting Assets to transform the perception of the neighborhood; and 
2. Reducing Crime to address the reality of the neighborhood’s challenges. 

 

“Milwaukee’s Near West Side has tremendous assets that rival any other part of the City – including 
more than 200 employers, nearly 40,000 residents, major health care, educational and non-profit 
institutions, attractive restaurants and entertainment venues,” said Marquette University President 
Michael R. Lovell. “To take our shared neighborhood to the next level, we must better leverage these 
assets and ensure that residents, employees, students and visitors feel safe. PARC will give us the tools to 
do that.” 
 
Promoting Assets 
PARC will promote assets by providing staff to implement the priorities that will be established by 
NWSP’s four Working Teams in the areas of improved housing, commercial corridor development, 
neighborhood branding and safety.  
 

“We already have tremendous assets and great momentum within the area, and we’ve received positive 
feedback from employees and residents since we first launched Near West Side Partners in January,” said 
Nick Turkal MD, president and CEO of Aurora Health Care. “We are confident that by working 
together, we can make a real difference in our community and transform the perception of the Near 
West Side, and Aurora is proud to be a strong financial supporter of the initiative.” 
 

The NWSP Working Teams are currently in the process of developing a shared vision within each focus 
area through engagement with residents, employers, employees, students, and visitors. By improving the 
quality of life in the neighborhood, PARC will help change the underlying dynamics that lead to crime, 
improve safety and transform the perception of the Near West Side.    
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Reducing Crime 
The “Reducing Crime” component of PARC is built around an innovative, yet proven law enforcement strategy 
known as community prosecution that engages directly with residents, businesses, and local organizations to 
implement strategic, data-driven, place-based interventions that address the root causes of crime and create 
fundamental change in a neighborhood.  
 
It builds on the success of the similar Washington Park Partners Byrne Grant model, which achieved a 30% 
reduction in crime in the first year alone - with even higher success rates on blocks where interventions 
occurred. 
 
“We have seen the power of the Community Prosecution model in the adjoining Washington Park 
neighborhood,” said District Attorney Chisholm. “PARC builds and expands on that model – offering more 
robust resources that will focus on the Near West Side.”  
 
“Safe neighborhoods become prosperous ones,” said Chief Flynn. “Through this private-public collaborative, 
we will not only enhance safety, but help create greater economic prosperity for the Near West Side.”  
 
PARC will provide significant resources to improve safety on the Near West Side, including: 
 

• Community Prosecution Unit: PARC will fully fund a dedicated Community Prosecution Unit – 
led by a full-time Assistant District Attorney and full-time community prosecution coordinator – which 
will work daily with the Milwaukee Police Department, key government agencies and community-based 
organizations to pursue intervention strategies to reduce crime, prevent domestic violence and 
improve the quality of life within the Near West Side.  
 

• Data Gathering & Analysis: Central to a sustainable effort is strong data and research. 
Marquette University’s Center for Peacemaking will lead efforts to coordinate PARC, and will work 
closely with DataShare to gather and analyze key public health and safety data that will guide planning 
and evaluation of PARC initiatives. 
 

• Neighborhood Development: PARC supports full-time evidence builder and community 
organizing positions to lead neighborhood interventions that promote safety and economic 
development throughout the Near West Side. 

“We are pleased to be working so closely with the City on this effort,” said Keith Stanley, Executive Director 
of Avenues West Association. “In addition to MPD and the Mayor’s Office, we especially want to thank 
Common Council President Murphy and Aldermen Bauman and Stamper who helped promote and support 
the idea of the anchor institutions working together to improve the Near West Side.” 
 
“We applaud the leadership of Near West Side Partners and its anchor institutions for stepping up to help 
improve the quality of life on Milwaukee’s Near West Side,” said Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett. “We are 
proud to have our City’s Police Department partnering on this important effort.”  
 
ABOUT NEAR WEST SIDE PARTNERS, INC. 
Near West Side Partners, Inc. is a non-profit organization with a mission to revitalize and sustain the Near 
West Side as a thriving business and residential corridor, through collaborative efforts to promote commercial 
corridor development, improved housing, unified neighborhood identity and branding, and greater safety for 
residents and businesses. NWSP envisions a vibrant Near West Side with a well-balanced mix of residential 
neighborhoods and business corridors that is thriving because it offers: a safe and welcoming environment for 
employees, residents and visitors; residential neighborhoods that are attractive to those working in the area; a 
distinct neighborhood identity and brand that is attractive to employers, employees, residents and visitors; and 
a vibrant mix of commercial development that serves the needs of those living and working on the Near West 
Side.  
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