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AARP Wisconsin thrilled that SeniorCare is extended 
for another decade 
 

MADISON, WISCONSIN – The fact that the nation’s most innovative and cost-
effective state prescription drug savings program for seniors will be extended by 
at least another decade is great news for Wisconsin, according to AARP 
Wisconsin State Director Sam Wilson. 
 
The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has notified the 
Department of Health Services (DHS) that it approved a 10-year extension for 
the SeniorCare prescription drug program. The news comes just after CMS 
announced it was granting a temporary extension through the month of April. 

SeniorCare helps about 60,000 Wisconsinites age 65-plus with their prescription 
drug costs. The current waiver that allows Wisconsin to offer SeniorCare as a 
creditable alternative to Medicare Part D, was set to expire. 

 “This announcement signifies a long-term commitment to provide choice and 
savings to Wisconsin seniors for their prescription drug needs,” Wilson said. “Our 
members and volunteers have spent years getting the message across loud and 
clear to lawmakers that SeniorCare needs to continue. We strongly supported 
the move toward permanency and are pleased that the federal government also 
recognized the value SeniorCare provides. 

By any measure, Wilson said, SeniorCare is a win-win program for Wisconsin 
and its participants. The costs of the program are largely managed by the state’s 
ability to negotiate discounts and pricing as well as through services like 
medication therapy management to ensure proper utilization and safety. 
 
Enrollees pay an annual $30 fee and deductibles are based on their average 
income. After the deductible, SeniorCare has a co-pay of $5 for generic drugs 
and $15 for name-brand drugs. 
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“A big part of SeniorCare’s popularity also stems from the fact that it’s easy to 
understand and enroll in for participants,” Wilson said. “Sometimes the biggest 
hurdle for folks is to understand how to get the assistance they need.  
 
“With SeniorCare, Wisconsin has set the bar high for not only creating a very 
accessible program for seniors, but one that is also an extraordinarily cost-
effective use of taxpayer dollars. 
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AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of more than 37 million, that helps people turn their goals and 

dreams into real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the issues that matter most to families such as healthcare, 

employment security and retirement planning. We advocate for consumers in the marketplace by selecting products and services of 

high quality and value to carry the AARP name as well as help our members obtain discounts on a wide range of products, travel, and 

services.  A trusted source for lifestyle tips, news and educational information, AARP produces AARP The Magazine, the world's 

largest circulation magazine; AARP Bulletin; www. aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; AARP Books; and AARP VIVA, a bilingual news 

source.  AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to political campaigns or candidates.  The AARP 

Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from 

thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. AARP has staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more at www.aarp.org.  
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