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The Long Term Care Crisis Begins: 700 jobs lost as Major Agency Closes 
 

MADISON – As predicted, Gov. Walker’s budget proposal to dismantle Wisconsin’s long term care 
is already beginning to take its toll. On April 8, Gemini Cares, a large home care agency based in 
Slinger, WI, announced plans to close all of its 11 offices, terminate home care services in all 40 
counties in which it currently operates, and lay off 700 home care workers. Gemini Cares 
President Kathleen Rublee tied the agency decision directly to Gov. Walker’s budget proposal to 
dismantle the state’s long term care system. She also cited the state’s failure to ensure adequate 
reimbursement rates for in-home care in recent years, an issue the governor is not addressing n 
his budget.  
 
Mark Hilliker, the CEO of Community Care Connections of Wisconsin, one of eight Family Care 
managed care organizations in danger of elimination in the budget, said, “I’ve talked with a large 
number of provider agencies about the budget proposal, and many fear that the big insurance 
companies who will take over long term care will get rid of a large number of current providers. 
This could be the first of many agency closures due to the uncertainty created by Governor 
Walker’s budget proposal.” 
 
Lynn Breedlove, former Executive Director of Disability Rights Wisconsin, responded to the news: 
“The Long Term Care Coalition warned the legislature that the governor’s plan would lead to 
widespread disruption of services to people with disabilities and older adults, and to massive job 
losses. But we didn’t foresee the crisis would begin so soon.” 
 
Tom Frazier, former Executive Director of the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups, called for an 
immediate response to prevent further agency closures: “Over 300 organizations have signed a 
Resolution condemning the governor’s plan to discard 20 years of successful bipartisan effort to 
create a cost-effective, high quality long term care system. We ask the legislature to take action 
now and pull this dangerous plan out of the budget before any more Wisconsin citizens lose their 
basic services and valuable home care workers lose their jobs.”  
 
   
 


