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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Reductions in our community support system from COVID-19 greaten the need for supporting families and 

keeping social connections 
 
West Bend, WI – April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  While the Washington County Human Services 
Department usually encourages all individuals and organizations to play a role in making Washington County a safe place 
for children and families, this year it’s even more critical.  No schools, virtual visits for therapists and the closure of 
community resources like parenting and recreation programs is significant for families.   
 
“Stress in its many forms can be a contributing factor to child abuse and neglect, and now is no exception,” said Coral 
Kline, manager of child and family services for Washington County. “Families are living in close quarters and feeling 
isolated due to Covid-19. In addition, the subsequent move to virtual learning for students has increased stressors on all 
families like we have never seen before.”  
 
To celebrate the awareness month, Washington County is posting resources daily on the Washington County Facebook 
page for families to stay connected and ease stressors. The County is also displaying colored pinwheels outside and blue 
hearts on the doors at the Public Agency Center. The blue pinwheel is the logo of Child Abuse Prevention Month and the 
heart stands for the Hearts of Hope during the State’s Safer at Home Order. The West Bend Police Department, 
Germantown Police Department, West Bend School District and FRIENDS, Inc., are partners in the effort to raise awareness 
and show their commitment to safety of kids and families in our community.  
 
“April is a time to celebrate the important role that communities play in protecting children and strengthening families,” 
Kline said. “Everyone’s participation is critical. Focusing on ways to stay socially connected with our own families and 
friends is the best thing we can do right now to prevent child abuse and neglect.”  
 
The Washington County Support Line is answered 24/7/365, and provides free, confidential referrals to community 
resources. Community members can dial 2-1-1 to access family, health, and social service resources. They can also dial all 
toll-free 1-866-211-3380, search online at impactinc.org or chat with a representative by texting their zip code to 898-211.  
 
To report suspected child abuse or neglect call 262-335-4888. 
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