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NEW WISCONSIN BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL LAUNCHES STATEWIDE EFFORT, 

PRESENTS MAJOR FUNDING TO DIVERSITY CONSTRUCTION-TRAINING 
PROGRAM – “BIG STEP” 

$100,000 INVESTMENT IN FUTURE SKILLED TRADES RECRUITMENT, TRAINING AND PROMOTION 
 

(RACINE, Wis.) –  It was standing room only at Gateway Technical College – Racine Campus as 
the school cut the ribbon for its new tenant – the Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership’s 
“Big Step” program. The program received a major donation -- $100,000 -- from the newly-
formed and unprecedented Wisconsin Building Trades Council. 
 

 
 
“This is not only a big step, it’s a huge step forward for developing skilled labor in southeast 
Wisconsin,” said Dave Branson, president of the Wisconsin Building Trades Council (the 
Council). 
 
The Council is comprised of seven regional Trades Councils around the state and represents 
more than 40,000 skilled workers. It is one of only a handful of statewide skilled labor councils 
in the country and formed to immediately and effectively address the incredible need for a 
skilled workforce in Wisconsin. 
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2-2-2-2 WI BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL INVESTS IN WISCONSIN’S BUILDING FUTURE 
 
 
“Big Step” is a program, run by the Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership (WRTP), that helps 
under-employed, under-served, and under-represented individuals succeed in well-paying 
careers while exceeding industry’s workforce needs.  
 
“Our building trades unions and councils across the state are embracing this statewide 
workforce development effort as an extension of what we have done regionally for decades,” 
said Steve Breitlow, Business Manager, Plumbers Local 75. “There is enthusiasm and 
excitement about the opportunity for a one-stop shop for building trades recruitment and 
training effort in our state. As partners with Big Step, our goal is to extend and enhance 
opportunities for workers in the skilled trades for future generations throughout Wisconsin.”  
 
Terry McGowan, the president of the Wisconsin Operating Engineers Local 139, told the crowd 
at Gateway, “the call went out to the trades and the Wisconsin Building Trades Council is 
ready…let’s get going!” 
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