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Job Loss Prompts JFC Dems to Renew Call for Announcement to Improve 

Walker Long Term Care Plan 
 

Madison – Today, after learning of the layoff of 700 employees at Slinger-based GeminiCares, Inc., a long-term care 

company serving Wisconsin’s elderly and disabled population, the Joint Finance Committee Democrats again called for the 

immediate removal of the deeply unpopular changes to Wisconsin’s long-term care system in Governor Walker’s budget. 

The largely unknown impacts of such an overhaul have caused distress and panic among the families served by the system, 

and advocates for the elderly and disabled community have speculated that the change could lead to a loss of as many as 

3000 jobs.  Geminicares, Inc. is the first employer to attribute mass layoffs to the uncertainty caused by the budget measure. 

 

“Governor Walker has proposed to simply throw out a successful system for delivery of long term care without one 

conversation with the people and businesses that actually live and work in the real world of long term care. Now we are 

seeing in my city the immediate consequences at the unemployment lines in Slinger for former employees of GeminiCare,” 

said Senator Lena Taylor (D- Milwaukee). 

 

“We have sent the JFC co-chairs two letters now asking for some reassurance for the people of this state who feel like their 

lives are on hold with the changes Governor Walker has proposed to long term care. These plans are seemingly still on the 

table, regardless of the fierce opposition of the people of this state. Apparently those calls have fallen on deaf ears, and now 

our people are losing jobs too. It is outrageous,” stated Representative Gordon Hintz (D-Oshkosh). 

 

“We know that people are distressed and struggling with the uncertainty of Governor Walker’s long term care mis-plan and 

now we see the reality – people will lose their family supporting jobs and clients will lose their care providers. It is time for 

the Republicans on the JFC to stand up and do what is right for the people of this state. Democrats on the JFC are on the side 

of the people and our Republican colleagues should be too,” said Representative Chris Taylor (D-Madison). 

 

“Governor Walker has proposed to simply throw out a nationally recognized model of long term care systems without one 

conversation with the people and businesses that actually live in the real world of long term care. This is ridiculous and we 

see now it has immediate consequences at the unemployment lines in Slinger for former employees of GeminiCare,” said 

Senator Jon Erpenbach (D-Middleton). 

 

Governor Walker has proposed eliminating  the current locally organized and run ADRC’s in favor of a statewide for profit 

system, eliminates IRIS, the highly successful self-directed option in favor of a for profit statewide system and changes 

SeniorCare to increase costs for every senior citizen in the program. These changes were included in the budget without 

consulting the organizations and individuals served by the program, or even the Department of Health Services Secretary. 
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