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Veteran’s Rehab Camp Seeks DNR Approval to Expand 

Public Hearing Slated for April 16
th

 in Lake Tomahawk 

MILWAUKEE - The American Legion of Wisconsin is announcing a concerted effort to expand 

operations at Camp American Legion, a veteran’s rehabilitation camp the organization has operated on 

State owned land since 1925. Camp American Legion provides free services to Wisconsin veterans, 

military members and their families suffering from physical or psychological conditions. State 

Commander Bob Shappell of Cedarburg will formally disclose the expansion effort at 10:30 a.m. Friday 

in Milwaukee.  

“Camp American Legion provides valuable services to Wisconsin veterans their families,” said Shappell, 

Commander of the 60,000 member Wisconsin American Legion. “We are anxious to provide more 

recreational and therapeutic opportunities for military members, veterans and their families. Wholesome 

outdoor activities are ideal for relief from stress and anxiety built up as a result of military service”.  

 

WHERE:         Milwaukee Elks Club,  

5555 W. Good Hope Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI  53223                                                                              

WHEN:           Friday, April 10 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Expansion plans represent an effort to restore Camp American Legion’s historic land footprint.    

LAND FOOTPRINT AND LEASE BACKGROUND - The current lease is the latest in a series of 

agreements between the State of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin American Legion. The camp has 

encompassed different areas at different times during the 90 years it has been in operation. The American 

Legion of Wisconsin is now pursuing the restoration of the historic boundaries in order to provide more 

rehabilitation and recreational opportunities for Wisconsin military service members, veterans and their 

families. Land affected by the most recent Lease, which runs through December 31, 2024, is shown in 

yellow on the accompanying map of the site. Additional land controlled from 1927 to 1944 is shown in 

red on the map. And a substantially larger additional area of land under Legion control from 1944 to 1964 

is shown in green. In 1964 American Legion leadership relinquished certain lands at the request of the 

State Conservation Department with the understanding that this land would again be available when 

needed. Recent conflicts since 9/11 and alternative medical therapies have created added demand for 

services at Camp American Legion.   

All veterans and anyone interested in assisting Wisconsin veterans are encouraged to contact the 

Department of Natural Resources now and let them know that Wisconsin veterans need the added land. 



A public informational meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 16, 2015, from 3 to 6 PM in the 

Lake Tomahawk town hall at 7246 Main Street, Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 

In addition, a 30-day public comment period extends from Thursday, April 9 to Saturday, May 7, 2015. 

Persons not able to attend the Public Hearing also have an opportunity for their voices to be heard. All 

related documents, including online and downloadable comment forms, are available at the Department of 

Natural Resource’s main web page http://dnr.wi.gov/ .  Search “master planning”, then click on Northern 

Highland-American Legion State Forest (plan amendment). 

 

For questions, or to send written comments or emails contact: 

Bob Dall - WDNR 

107 Sutliff Ave. 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

(715) 365-8993  or  Robert.dall@wisconsin.gov     

 

 

ATTACHED MAP CAPTION  

 

YELLOW     – Camp land footprint (1964 - current)  

RED – YELLOW    - Camp land footprint (1927 - 1944) 

GREEN - RED – YELLOW  - Camp land footprint (1944 - 1964) 

 

 

 

Camp American Legion provides a peaceful, fun stay at a camp on the shores of Big Carr Lake in Oneida 

County free of charge for Wisconsin veterans of all ages with a physician’s referral.  Applications are 

available online at http://www.wilegion.org/page/content/services/camp-american-legion    

The Wisconsin American Legion is the state’s largest veterans’ service organization with over 60,000 

members and 509 posts in communities across Wisconsin serving troops, veterans, and youth since 1919.   

For more information on the Legion’s programs and membership, please visit www.wilegion.org.  

 

FOR ADDITION INFORMATION CONTACT: American Legion State Adjutant David Kurtz at (608) 

745-0340 or adjutant@wilegion.org 
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