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Chancellor Dwight C. Watson 
10 a.m. Friday, April 9, Young Auditorium, UW-Whitewater 
 
On behalf of everyone at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, good morning! I’m Chancellor Dwight C. 
Watson and I am so pleased to welcome Senator Howard Marklein, Representative Mark Born and the rest of 
the Joint Committee on Finance — and your staff — to our university. Thank you for choosing UW-Whitewater 
to host this important public hearing on Wisconsin’s budget. 
 
I would be remiss not to mention that the Young Auditorium — this beautiful building we are meeting in today 
— was made possible due to the efforts of individuals like Senator Marklein, who advocated for its funding 
and construction during his time as president of the UW-Whitewater Foundation Board.  
 
UW-Whitewater would not be the exceptional university it is today without the tremendous support of the 
people of Wisconsin and those who have strongly advocated for us over the years. 
 
We recently celebrated our 150th anniversary. That is a milestone that speaks to the longstanding, high-
quality education we provide, as well as the important role we play in our region. UW-Whitewater is a hub for 
innovation and economic development. In fact, our Whitewater and Rock County campuses have an economic 
impact of a half-billion dollars annually, supporting more than 4,400 jobs and providing nearly two-hundred-
million dollars in wages to the region. We provide an exceptional academic experience for students while 
keeping costs affordable.  
 
Many of you are aware that we house one of the best business schools in the world — our College of Business 
and Economics. The college holds dual accreditation in business and accounting from the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. Less than two percent of business schools in the world have been able 
to obtain this highest standard of accreditation. 
 
From the arts, to the sciences, another cornerstone of our university is the exceptional faculty, who put our 
students first and have a passion for teaching, while engaging our students in research projects and helping 
them secure coveted internships. These experiences give our students a well-rounded education that makes 
them attractive to employers. Many Warhawks are hired even before they graduate. 
 
Educating Wisconsin’s teachers has been central to our mission since our beginning in 1868. UW-Whitewater 
was founded as a teachers college and to this day continues to provide the most new teacher licensures in the 
state. Our alumni can be found in school districts all across Wisconsin. 
 
This academic year, we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of our mission to serve students with disabilities. 
What began as an effort to make our campus more accessible for students who use wheelchairs, has 
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expanded to services for students who are Deaf and hard of hearing, as well as students who have learning, 
psychological, chronic health and vision disabilities. The connections around campus extend into each of the 
colleges and to Warhawk Athletics. We are a recognized national leader in this effort, serving more than 1,200 
students with disabilities each year.  
 
Later today, you’ll hear from some members of our campus community about a project that is central to both 
our efforts to educate future teachers, and our mission to serve students with disabilities. The renovation of 
Winther Hall is part of the state’s budget proposal. I welcome and invite our state legislators to tour this 
building. Built in 1969, Winther Hall was designed to instruct students more than 50 years ago. The building 
needs extensive renovations to meet the space and infrastructure needs of a modern college. 
 
The plan is not to replace Winther with a new building, but to rather remodel and renovate the current 
facility. UW-Whitewater has successfully renovated a number of buildings, including Upham Hall and 
Laurentide Hall. Those upgrades have provided critically important improvements to facilities for students as 
well as faculty and staff in buildings that house programs that are in high demand and have strong 
enrollments. 
 
The state budget proposal also includes programs that reduce the financial burden on our students and, at the 
same time, help meet Wisconsin’s workforce demand for teachers and school leaders. UW-Whitewater 
strongly supports these proposals. 
 
By investing in the university, you’re investing in Wisconsin’s future. 
 
Thank you again, to the members of the Joint Committee on Finance, for choosing UW-Whitewater for today’s 
public hearing. We’re so proud to host. I wish you well in your ongoing work to determine Wisconsin’s 
priorities for the next biennial budget. Thank you. 
 


