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Rep. Sargent: Budget Dismantles Aging and Long-Term Care Programs 
 

MADISON – More than 50 people attended a community conversation on aging and long-term care 

last night hosted by Representative Sargent at the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) of 

Dane County. Consumers, advocates, and stakeholders attended to express their concerns about the 

proposed changes in Governor Walker’s budget.  

 

“The problem here is that we have no idea what our care programs will look like by the time Walker’s 

budget is done with them. We’ve been given no details, no explanations, and no models for how these 

programs will look or operate,” said Rep. Sargent. “That’s alarming.” 

 

“People in our state are terrified, and rightfully so. We’re concerned about the quality of care our 

neighbors will receive, that we’ll be forced to change health care providers, and that we’ll incur more 

out-of-pocket expenses.” 

 

Walker’s budget presents drastic changes and cuts to our aging and long term care programs like 

Family Care, SeniorCare, IRIS, while splintering our local ADRCs and managed care organizations 

(MCOs). These significant changes will have detrimental impacts and consequences for people in our 

communities. 

 

“These changes affect some of the most vulnerable members of our communities. Each and every one 

of us has family, friends, and neighbors that we care about who are affected by these services and 

programs every day,” explained Representative Sargent. “After listening to hours of testimony last 

night, it’s clear that the proposed changes were by bureaucrats behind closed doors without any input 

from advocates, care providers, or—most importantly—consumers in our communities. 

 

“Here in Wisconsin we’ve worked hard to provide bipartisan, pragmatic solutions for aging and long-

term care. Our current programs save lives and money. We should be having conversations about 

strengthening and providing further support for these programs and services, not dismantling care for 

our most vulnerable communities piece by piece.” 
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