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(MADISON) -- 85,000 people with disabilities and older adults in Wisconsin rely on home and 

community-based services (HCBS), such as personal care and home health care, to stay in their homes 

and out of expensive Medicaid-funded institutions.  

The COVID19 pandemic has already caused changes in people’s daily lives and people are very anxious 

about what will happen next.  

“Older adults, people with disabilities are experiencing disruption or reduction of services; many families 

are filling in caregiving gaps as best they can, while working from home and homeschooling young family 

members, said Lisa Pugh, Survival Coalition Co-Chair. “They are unsure of what will happen when more 

people get sick.” 

The pandemic has also caused financial instability for many HCBS providers; some may be unable to re-

open or go bankrupt because of COVID-19. Many parts of Wisconsin do not have enough quality 

providers to provide the services people need; we cannot afford to lose these businesses or their 

workforce.  

“Some state decision makers incorrectly assume federal funding through the CARE Act will support 

direct care workers, provider organizations, and specific in-home services for people in Family Care, IRIS, 

Family Care PACE/Partnership, and CLTS,” said Beth Swedeen, Survival Coalition Co-Chair. 

“Unfortunately, the COVID-19 stimulus bills passed by Congress do not address home and community-

based services.” 

Friday April 4, Survival Coalition sent a letter to the legislature outlining is needed to for people with 

disabilities and older adults in community based long term care, including flexibility available through 

waivers, funding and equipment for the community-based workforce, and support for small business 

providers. 

“The legislature is working on a COVID-19 proposal, but no date has been set to reconvene and take 

action,” said Kit Kerschensteiner, Survival Coalition Co-Chair. “We must ensure any legislation meets the 

needs of the Home and Community Based Waiver participants, and that action is taken quickly.” 
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