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Arrowhead Union High School’s Debra Paradowski Named  

National Assistant Principal of the Year 

Debra Paradowski of Arrowhead Union High School has been named the 2020 National Assistant Principal of the 

Year by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.   

The award recognizes Paradowski’s work to deliver high-quality learning opportunities to students and exhibit 

outstanding leadership in her role as a school administrator.  

“It is such an incredible honor and surprise to be recognized among so many talented administrators in Wisconsin 

and within our country,” Paradowski said. “I truly love what I do and will always cherish and remember with gratitude 

the students, parents, staff, administrators and professional organizations that have been influential in my journey.” 

Paradowski has served as assistant principal at Arrowhead Union High School, located in Hartland, for the past 15 

years. She has focused on creating safe, secure and positive learning environments for students, working with staff, 

families and community members to promote students’ health and wellbeing. These efforts have required proactive 

communication, attention to classroom management and the creation of clear policies for student and staff conduct.  

In addition, Paradowski has led Arrowhead Union’s WINGS program for the past nine years. Through WINGS, 

incoming freshmen take part in a three-day experience that helps acclimate them to the high school level. Nearly all 

ninth-graders take part in the program each year. 

“Debra Paradowski has served our school district community with an incredible level of skill and dedication for many 

years. This honor at the national level is a great recognition of her highly effective and forward-thinking work to meet 

the needs of our students and families,” said Laura Myrah, superintendent of the Arrowhead Union High School 

District. “Through her efforts, Debra has opened up a wide range of opportunities for students and staff members to 

assume leadership roles within our school. We are so very proud of Debra and all she has accomplished.”  

Paradowski previously received the 2019 Assistant Principal of the Year award from the Association of Wisconsin 

School Administrators. This is the first time a Wisconsin assistant principal has received the NASSP national honor.  

“The work of assistant principals like Debra Paradowski is incredibly important to students, staff and families in 

schools and districts across our state and our nation,” said Jim Lynch, AWSA executive director. “Debra has 
represented her school and her state extremely well, demonstrating the enormous impact a school administrator can 

have on the people around her. We would like to congratulate Debra and the entire Arrowhead Union community on 

this award.” 

For more information on the NASSP National Assistant Principal of the Year award, visit 

https://www.nassp.org/recognition/assistant-principal-of-the-year/.  
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