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Please Use Your Best Judgment Deciding Whether to Vote In-Person 
I have voted in every election since February of 1998. However, if my absentee ballot had not 
arrived in the mail on Saturday, I would not be voting in person today. I say this as an elected 
official whose name appears on the ballot today, Chair of the County Board’s Health and 
Human Needs Committee and someone who spent two weeks in the ICU with pneumonia and 
failing kidneys in September of 2016. 

There are thousands of people all over the State of Wisconsin and the City of Milwaukee who 
are voting during what is described by the Surgeon General and other presidential advisors as 
the peak of a global pandemic. I was exposed to three people who have tested positive or had 
symptoms of COVID-19 and I am required to aid and assist several family members who have 
compromised immune systems or are members of the most vulnerable populations. By voting 
in person, I would be risking the health and safety of myself and those close to me. 

Because of concerns about COVID-19, the NBA, NFL and other public gatherings have all been 
postponed until further notice. According to Statista.com the average attendance at an NBA 
game is about 18,000, an NFL game 66,000 and an MLB game 28,000. The number of absentee 
ballots still out from Milwaukee County tops all of those at 78,000. This means that there will 
be thousands of people gathering at a reduced number of polling sites while we simultaneously 
chastise those for leaving their homes and congregating at parks and other public places. 

After Tony Evers won the 2018 race for Governor, the Republican-led State Legislature met to 
relieve him of powers they had formerly voted to centralize in the hands of Scott Walker. 
Simply put, had Walker been successful in his bid for reelection he would have had the sole 
power to postpone the election date with little to no uproar from Robin Vos and Scott 
Fitzgerald. 
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At crucial points in our history, ancestors have risked their lives in order to participate in our 
democracy because they saw it as a tool for their liberation. Today, we are again being asked to 
risk health and safety in order to vote. People must do what they think is best. I applaud those 
who have made either decision. 
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