
 
April 6, 2016 
 
Regina Millner, President 
Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System 
P.O. Box 167 
Madison, WI 53701-0167 
 
Cc: Members of the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System 
Cc: Ray Cross, President, University of Wisconsin System 
 
Dear President Millner, 
 
We are concerned that the Regents have made a sudden decision to cancel the presentations 
scheduled at this week’s Board of Regents public meeting on how each campus will be 
implementing its share of Governor Walker and the Legislature’s $250 million cut to the UW 
System.   
 
The Governor and Legislature’s decision to dramatically cut the UW System was one of the 
biggest concerns the Joint Committee on Finance heard from Wisconsin residents during the 
2015-2017 budget process, and continues to receive national attention in the higher education 
community. The Governor and Legislature’s decision to cut the UW System by $250 million was 
done during a budget that spent over a $1 billion more than the Governor’s previous budget, 
and during a time when a significant majority of states are investing more in higher education. 
 
The Board of Regents is responsible for planning to meet future state needs for collegiate 
education.  Part of that responsibility must also include being strong advocates for the System 
when it is not being adequately prioritized, and keeping Wisconsin residents informed. Regents 
are appointed to seven-year terms in order to be insulated from political pressure and to serve 
the state with broader and longer-term considerations.    
 
Your decision to not longer hold a presentation on the cuts at the Regents’ meeting this coming 
Friday is disappointing because it will prevent a very important public discussion on the future 
of the UW System from taking place. Furthermore, as the UW System prepares to develop 
budget requests for the 2017-2019 budget, it is very important that everyone – including the 
public – be aware of what the impacts of recent cuts have been on each individual campus.   
 
The UW System is the largest job creation engine in the state, and Wisconsinites know that the 
$250 million cut will have a significant impact on their communities and the state’s economy. 



Because this presentation on the future of the UW System will no longer be taking place, we 
request you inform the Joint Committee on Finance how you plan to facilitate an adequate 
public discussion on the implementation of the cuts.  We also request that you provide to the 
committee the detailed plans for how each campus is attempting to absorb their share of the 
cuts. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
 

     
                          LENA TAYLOR                                                                                               CHRIS TAYLOR 

State Senator        State Representative 
4th District        76th District 
 
 

 
          

JON ERPENBACH       GORDON HINTZ 

State Senator        State Representative 

27th District        54th District 


