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New Coalition of Milwaukee-Waukesha Business and Community Leaders  

Pushes to Restore Funding for Ongoing I-94 East-West Work 
 

Getting East-West Reconstruction Back in 2017-19 State Budget   
Essential to Wisconsin’s Continued Economic Development and Business Growth 

 
 WEST ALLIS – Reconstruction of the dangerously outdated I-94 East-West Corridor – one of the state’s 

most important commercial arteries – is essential to the continued economic success of Southeast Wisconsin and 

the state as a whole, according to I-94 East-West Econ Connect, a new coalition of Milwaukee and Waukesha 

business leaders aimed at restoring project funding that was unexpectedly dropped from the 2017-19 Wisconsin 

State Budget. 

“Wisconsin has made tremendous strides in creating an environment where our state is open for business, 

but you can’t be open for business if there is a ‘road closed’ sign on one of the most critical stretches of highway in 

the state,” Tracy Johnson, president and CEO of coalition member Commercial Association of REALTORS® 

Wisconsin (CARW), said at a news conference Wednesday morning in West Allis. “The East-West Corridor serves 

as the gateway for the products, jobs, destinations and health care and educational institutions that make our 

region vibrant and strong. While we applaud efforts by the state to eliminate waste and inefficiency, stalling this 

project now would be a major roadblock to Wisconsin’s business, job and economic growth.” 

Johnson was joined by representatives of the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce and the 

Waukesha County Business Alliance, as well as other coalition members. Members of the group then planned to 

speak at the 10 a.m. public hearing on the State Budget being held by the Legislature’s Joint Committee on 

Finance. The coalition recently sent a letter to members of the JFC, and has established a new website at 

www.I94EconConnect.com. 

The I-94 East-West Corridor runs for 3.5 miles between 16th and 70th streets, connecting Milwaukee and 

Waukesha counties to points beyond. Designed in the 1950s and built in the 1960s, it now carries 30,000 more 

vehicles per day than originally intended, with outdated features like left-side ramps, narrow shoulders and short 

weaving lanes that fail to provide safe operating conditions for current traffic. The average crash rate is 2-3 times 

higher than the statewide urban freeway average and at some points, more than 4 times higher.  
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Full reconstruction and modernization of the East-West Corridor has been on the state’s agenda for some 

time and approximately $20 million has already been spent on engineering, planning and environmental study for 

the effort. The project had been progressing toward	an	already	two-year	delayed	2020-21	start	until	February	

2017,	when	all	funding	to	keep	it	moving	forward	was	unexpectedly	cut	from	the	State	Budget	proposal.	
	

Keeping	Commerce	Moving,	Protecting	Billions	in	State	Investments	
	

“The	significant,	negative	consequences	of	further	delaying	East-West	reconstruction	will	hurt	area	

businesses	and	job	creators,”	said	Steve	Baas,	senior	vice	president	of	governmental	affairs	for	the	MMAC.	“Most	

of	the	products	made	in	our	region	–	beer,	frozen	pizzas,	motorcycles,	steel	–	start	their	journey	to	customers	

worldwide	on	the	East-West	Corridor.	The	East-West	connects	people	to	health	care	at	the	VA,	Children’s	Hospital	

and	the	Milwaukee	Regional	Medical	Center,	and	to	educational	opportunities	at	Marquette	University,	UW-

Milwaukee	and	other	institutions.	It	provides	residents	access	to	employment,	and	it	carries	people	to	Milwaukee	

Brewers	games,	Summerfest	and	other	tourism	attractions	that	help	drive	the	region’s	strong	economy.”	

Stalling	the	project	also	puts	other	state	investments	at	risk,	said	Jeff	Hoffman,	chairman	of	the	WCBA	

Policy	Board.			

“The	full	safety	and	operational	benefits	of	the	State’s	$2.5	billion	investment	in	the	Marquette	and	Zoo	

interchange	projects	cannot	be	realized	if	these	new,	modern	interchanges	continue	to	feed	into	an	old	and	

woefully	inadequate	freeway	section,”	he	said.	“Putting	the	project	back	on	track	would	also	prevent	wasting	$20	

million	the	state	has	already	invested	in	East-West	planning	and	engineering	–	work	that	would	likely	need	to	be	

redone	if	reconstruction	is	delayed	further.	

		“We	hear	it	all	the	time	from	businesses	looking	to	expand	or	relocate	to	Waukesha	County	–	easy	access	

to	the	highway	and	a	robust	transportation	system	is	a	big	priority,”	Hoffman	added.	“The	State	can	see	

significant	and	real	economic	opportunity	by	keeping	the	East-West	project	moving	forward.”	

Signers	of	the	coalition’s	letter	to	the	JFC	include	the	following,	and	additional	members	are	expected	to	

join	the	I-94	East-West	Econ	Connect	coalition	in	the	coming	days	and	weeks:	

• Building	Advantage	
• Commercial	Association	of	REALTORS®	

Wisconsin	
• Fiduciary	Management	Inc.	
• Forest	County	Potawatomi	
• Marquette	University		
• NAIOP	Commercial	Real	Estate	

Development	Organization	–	Wisconsin	
Chapter	

• Near	West	Side	Partners	
• Metropolitan	Milwaukee	Association	of	

Commerce	
• MillerCoors	
• Palermo	Villa	
• Waukesha	County	Business	Alliance	
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