
 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 3-2020 

 
WHEREAS, I issued a Public Health Emergency Proclamation on March 16, 2020 exercising all powers conferred upon me under Sec. 

323.11 Wis. Stat. to combat the spread of the COVID-19 virus, which poses an existential threat not only to the residents of our county,  

but world-wide, and 

WHEREAS, as of April 5, 2020 2,267 Wisconsinites have tested positive for COVID-19, 624 have been hospitalized and 68 have died; 

additionally, in the United States, 241,703 individuals have tested positive for COVID-19 and 5,854 have passed away, and 

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020 the Governor of the State of Wisconsin has issued an Executive Order suspending state-wide in-person 

voting, scheduled for April 7, 2020, to June 9, 2020 unless the Legislature passes and the Governor approves a different date for in-

person voting, and 

WHEREAS, the suspension of in-person voting is consistent with the Governor’s previous “Safer-at-Home” order prohibiting gatherings 

of 10 or more people, and  

WHEREAS, given the rapid spread of COVID-19, Outagamie County’s Department of Public Health, consistent with numerous Public 

Health agencies around the State of Wisconsin, is of the opinion that the conduct of in-person voting will, at this time, create an 

immediate public health hazard for voters, election poll workers and those with whom they subsequently come into contact, and 

WHEREAS, the virulent nature of COVID-19 creates a choice for voters between personal health and exercising the right to vote, 

essentially disenfranchising a county resident, due to the fear of exposure and possible death from infection, and  

WHEREAS, temporarily suspending in-person voting is not only a reasonable measure, it is quite likely a necessary measure narrowly 

designed to prevent the spread of COVID-19, prevent a regression in the ground gained through the proactive measures of the Safer-

at-Home and social distancing order, while preserving a state resident’s right to vote in-person and counting all absentee ballots cast 

as set forth below. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Thomas Nelson, as County Executive of Outagamie County, pursuant to the powers vested in me by Chapter 

323 Wis. Stat., my Emergency Proclamation dated March16, 2020, and consistent with Governor Evers’ Executive Order 74 relating 

to suspending in-person voting on April 7, 2020, hereby order as follows: 

1. Within all districts and precincts within Outagamie County outside of the municipal boundaries of the City of 

Appleton, suspend in-person voting for April 7, 2020, until June 9, 2020, unless the Legislature passes and the Governor approves a 

different date for in-person voting. In the interim, registered county voters may continue to request absentee ballots until 5:00 p.m. on 

the fifth day immediately preceding the new in-person election date, consistent with Wis. Stat. § 6.86(1)(b); clerks shall continue to 

provide absentee ballots within one business day of the time each elector’s request is received, consistent with Wis. Stat. § 7.15(1)(cm); 

and eligible voters may continue to cast mail-in absentee ballots as long as they are returned so that they are delivered to the polling 

place no later than 8 p.m. on the new election date, consistent with Wis. Stat. § 6.87(6). All ballots already cast in the 2020 Spring 

election will remain valid, will be tallied in conjunction with in-person voting on the new date, and will be included in all relevant 

canvasses for the Spring 2020 election. 

  

2. As provided in the Governor’s referenced order, given the necessary delay in the Spring 2020 election, those 

individuals currently serving in an office to be filled based upon the results of the Spring 2020 election ballot are authorized to continue 

fulfilling the duties of those offices, and exercising the privileges of those offices, until three business days after county, municipal, 

and school district clerks issue certificates of election, pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 7.53(4), 7.60(6), and 120.06(10), once the deadline to 

file a petition for recount and appeal of recount has passed. On the third business day after issuance of the certificate of election for 

any given office on the Spring 2020 election ballot, the term of the newly elected official in that office shall begin. Notwithstanding 

the delayed beginning of the term for such offices, the terms of all such offices shall expire as if the Spring 2020 election occurred as 

initially scheduled and all terms of office began as would be anticipated under such circumstances.  

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand this 7th day of April, 2020. 

 

  

____________________________________ 

            Thomas Nelson, 

Outagamie County Executive 


