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Beyond the Trenches: Wisconsin 

Historical Society to 

Commemorate World War I 

Madison, Wis – As the United States approaches the anniversary of entering 
into World War I, the Wisconsin Historical Society is digitizing archival 

material related to the war so that it is more readily accessible to the public. 
 
The Society retains hundreds of archival collections and thousands of library texts documenting World 
War I, including documents, photographs, posters and other material related to the war and is 
currently in the process of digitizing selected collections of these materials so the public can view them 
online. These documents tell the stories of service members at the front, as well as those at home 
during the war. 

  

“Wisconsin and its citizens were crucial to America’s role in World War I,” said Emil Hoelter, processing 
archivist at the Wisconsin Historical Society.  “Anyone interested in these stories can find a wealth of 
material in the Society.  And with our new digitization projects, we hope to make some of this material 
accessible to individuals not only in Wisconsin but across the country.” 
  

Wisconsin’s proud military heritage dates back to the Civil War, when men formed the core of the 
famed Iron Brigade.  That tradition continued, as citizens of Wisconsin answered the nation’s call to 
arms in 1917.  Wisconsin men and women proved their valor on the front lines, as well as above and 
behind them.  Rodney Williams, a pilot with the 17th Aero Squadron, became Wisconsin’s lone “ace” by 
recording five aerial victories.  Base Hospital 22, made up predominantly of Milwaukee doctors and 
nurses, treated and cared for thousands of wounded soldiers.  And sailor John Siegel earned a Medal 
of Honor for rescuing two men from a burning schooner while stationed stateside. 

  
Through a partnership between the Wisconsin World War I Centennial Commission, Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum, Wisconsin Historical Society, and War in Society and Culture Program at the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison, the state will host World War 100: A Centennial Symposium on 

October 27-28 in Madison, Wisconsin.  Detailed scheduling about the symposium will be released 
soon.  
To view more information on the materials of World War I in the Society’s collection visit, 

wisconsinhistory.org/WWICentennial. 
  
About Wisconsin Historical Society 
The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active, and most 
diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 
organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving, and sharing 

stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 
sites, programs, and services. For more information, visit wisconsinhistory.org. 
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Caption: Rodney Williams, a World War I pilot from Delafield, 
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