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ICYMI: Gov. Walker is Standing Up for Wisconsin’s Children & Families 

[Madison, Wis.] – Gov. Scott Walker is taking action to improve outcomes for children in Wisconsin’s 

foster care system – further emphasizing his commitment to push for bold reforms that keep 

Wisconsin moving forward. 

 

Yesterday, Gov. Walker signed bipartisan legislation that works to address the difficulties children 

and families face in Wisconsin’s foster care system. These reforms follow the governor’s other 

recent bipartisan policy accomplishments, such as his $100-per-child tax rebate, sales tax holiday, 

school safety plan and juvenile justice reform package. Gov. Walker is taking bold steps to improve 

outcomes for children and families across the state of Wisconsin. 

 

Read more from the Wausau Daily Herald here or find excerpts below: 

 

ICYMI: Gov. Scott Walker signs bills in Wausau, La Crosse to prop up foster care system 

By Haley BeMiller 

Wausau Daily Herald 

 

Children and parents in Wisconsin's foster care system will receive more support from the state after 

Gov. Scott Walker signed a series of measures into law on Wednesday. … 

 

The newly-signed laws touch on several aspects of the foster care system. One will allocate 

$170,000 more per fiscal year to support court-appointed volunteers who observe a child and his or 

her family. Another dedicates $500,000 in federal money to grants for counties, nonprofits and tribes 

to encourage innovative practices that prevent children from being removed from their homes. 
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Under another new law, the Department Health Services will award $210,000 per fiscal year to a 

nonprofit for operating a statewide website and phone system to provide information and referrals to 

community services. 

 

Walker also signed legislation that awards $400,000 in fiscal year 2018-19 to counties, nonprofits 

and tribes to help support foster parents. This could include education and reimbursing parents for 

care-related expenses. Other measures will allow foster parents to access a portion of a child's 

mental health treatment records and aim to ensure children receive comprehensive dental care. 

 

“These aren't Republican or Democrat issues,” Walker said in Wausau. “These are just Wisconsin 

issues. These are Wisconsin families and Wisconsin kids.” … 
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