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UW-Platteville Budget Hearing a Front Row Seat to  

Gov. Walker’s Failed Leadership 
Campus Plagued by Millions in Backlogged Infrastructure Projects 

 
MADISON – Today, the budget-writing Joint Committee on Finance traveled to the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville campus to convene the first of six public hearings on the 2017-19 state budget. As a 
result of the increased debt issued to fund transportation, Governor Walker is again failing to adequately 
fund the state’s building infrastructure programs for the UW System and other state agencies.  UW-
Platteville has been particularly impacted by the Governor’s decision to undermine state infrastructure, 
with tens of millions of dollars in projects being unnecessarily delayed. 
 
“Budgeting is all about investing in priorities, and Wisconsinites need to look no further than the UW-
Platteville campus to see Governor Walker’s utter failure to do just that,” said Rep. Hintz (D-Oshkosh) 
“In order to put our roads on the credit card, Gov. Walker has undermined the state’s capital budget. 
Meanwhile, as projects and repairs are ignored, the costs to maintain our infrastructure is steadily 
increasing. Higher education in Wisconsin is already suffering historic cuts in Wisconsin, and delaying 
projects only compounds the cost.” 

 
"It's embarrassing that the governor continues to delay vital building projects that benefit communities 
across Wisconsin, just so he has another talking point if he seeks higher office again," said Rep. Katrina 
Shankland (D-Stevens Point). "The engineering program at UW-Platteville trains 20% of Wisconsin's 
engineers, and if the governor were to actually approve the new building, UW-Platteville could train 
another 800 engineers. This is a no-brainer."  
 

 
Many of the UW System’s highest priorities that the Governor is ignoring impact the UW-Platteville campus: 

 
Boebel Hall Addition and Renovation, UW System’s #5 Priority 

 Cost: $23.7 million 

 Lack of sufficient laboratory space has created severe scheduling constraints, often causing students 
to take required coursework out of sequence or lengthening the time to graduation. 

 Due to the lack of appropriate research space, an abandoned darkroom serves as an ad hoc research 
space without the appropriate infrastructure to support that function.  

 Many of the laboratory spaces have inadequate or no fume hoods. Animal housing and procedure 
rooms lack adequate room ventilation and environmental controls, which causes air and odors to 
migrate to adjacent spaces.  



 The cadaver secure storage area that supports biology instruction is located in a different campus 
building, forcing some laboratory work to be performed in the cadaver storage area itself. 

 
Platteville Heating Plant Boiler Replacement, UW System’s #3 Priority 

 Would replace a gas and coal boiler originally installed in 1964.  

 The boiler stokers are designed to burn metallurgical grade low-sulfur coal that is only mined in a 
limited number of locations in Appalachia. The sole provider filed for bankruptcy in August 2015, 
but is continuing to operate. 

 The current coal boilers operate at about 60% efficiency and new gas boilers can operate in excess 
of 80% efficiency. 
 

Sesquicentennial Hall, UW System’s #16 priority 

 Cost: $55 million to construct a new mechanical and industrial engineering building. 

 Current Ottensman Hall does not have adequate room to house modern STEM disciplines.  

 The mechanical, electrical, telecommunications, and plumbing systems are all obsolete and nearing 
the end of their useful lives. Some of the specialized equipment critical to teaching is housed in 
basement spaces that do not comply with current codes for occupancy due to the lack of 
ventilation and proper emergency egress.  

 The Gardner Hall basement provides an inadequate data center location due to the lack of 
appropriate fire suppression systems, adequate ventilation and cooling systems, undersized 
electrical capacity and distribution, and lack of environmental/flood control.  

 Water infiltration into the data center space nearly shut it down twice in the past few years.  
 
 

In October, 2016, the UW Board of Regents indicated that the backlog of needed repairs in the University 
of Wisconsin System has grown to an estimated cost of $2 billion.  Governor Walker’s 2017-19 Capital 
Budget proposal funds just more than 50 percent (53.5%) of the level in the 2009-11 budget. 
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