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Rep. Taylor Urges Republicans to Act Quickly on Governor’s  
Special Session on Mail Election  

 
MADISON – Today, Governor Tony Evers signed Executive Order #73 calling for a special session of the 
legislature in order to halt in-person voting for the spring election due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
order specifically calls for the legislature to allow an all-mail election, to send a ballot to every registered 
voter who has not already requested one by May 19, and to extend the date for those ballots to be 
received to May 26. The order also calls on the legislature to eliminate the requirement to have a witness 
sign one’s absentee ballot. 
 
Many concerns about administering an election and having people gather to vote have been raised by 
voters, election clerks and mayors throughout the state, and several municipalities have consolidated 
their polling locations due to shortages of poll workers. Particularly concerning, the City of Milwaukee 
announced today they would only be able to offer five polling locations, as opposed to the 180 usual 
locations.   
 
Representative Chris Taylor (D-Madison) released the following statement:  
 
“The Republican Majority needs to do their job and immediately convene a Special Session and order an 
all-mail election as Governor Evers has proposed. Urgent legislative action is needed to preserve the 
health and safety of voters and election officials. Governor Evers called on the legislature to mail every 
registered voter a ballot a week ago, and Speaker Vos and Majority Leader Fitzgerald flat-out rejected the 
idea. But the number of positive COVID-19 cases in our state continues to climb, increasing safety risks, 
jeopardizing in-person voting and increasing the likelihood of voter disenfranchisement throughout the 
state.   
 
“No one should have to choose between participating in our democracy and preserving their health and 
safety. We cannot tell people to stay at home and save lives while simultaneously asking them to gather at 
centralized locations. I sincerely hope, with the Governor’s formal call for a special session, Republican 
leaders change their position and do what’s right to respect people’s health and well-being and protect 
our foundational right to vote. Our voters, poll workers, emergency responders and front line health care 
workers cannot afford any more delay.” 
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