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Douglas County Receives Funds for Watershed Based Wetland Management Plan 

 
 
Douglas County announced today that it has been awarded funding from both Enbridge Energy 
and the Douglas County Unit of the Wisconsin Towns Association to continue the work of the 
Watershed Planning Committee to develop a watershed based plan for the Lake Superior Basin 
of Douglas County that will provide the foundation for the development of wetland 
management and land conservation strategies in the county. 
 
“We are very excited to receive the support of both Enbridge and the Towns Association to 
continue our work on a watershed based plan for the Lake Superior Basin”, says Christine 
Ostern, Douglas County Conservationist. 
 
Over the last two years, Douglas County officials together with other stakeholders, partners, 
and resource professionals participated in a project to form a Watershed Planning Committee 
and create a watershed framework for the Lake Superior Basin to assess wetland services and 
prioritize criteria for wetland mitigation, restoration, and preservation.  With additional 
funding, the watershed based plan can move forward and provide the foundation for the 
development of wetland management and land conservation strategies in the county. 
 
“This project addresses issues that are important to landowners and other county stakeholders 
and will provide sustainable options for both economic growth and maintaining the high quality 
of our natural resources”, says Mark Liebaert, County Board Supervisor and Chair of the Land 
Conservation Committee. 
 
Town government had become frustrated with the level of local input into the decision making 
process about wetland resource management in Douglas County by regulators and mitigators.  
Federal regulations require that consideration of local watershed plans be made when making 
wetland mitigation decisions.  Currently, there exists very few such plans anywhere, and 
Douglas County’s will be one of the first in the state.  “We believe that the development of this 
science-based watershed plan will help us to prioritize sites, provide more local input, and 
ultimately help everyone make more informed decisions”, says Tom Johnson, Chair of the 
Douglas County Unit of the Wisconsin Towns Association.   
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The plan will provide the rationale for the location of future wetland preservation, restoration 
and other land conservation projects based on identified watershed needs.  There are many 
future benefits to completing the plan, including providing for more local input into wetland 
regulatory decisions, making wetland mitigation easier and more cost efficient for developers, 
locating wetland restoration and other land conservation practices in key areas to mitigate 
impacts to resources and infrastructure from increasing storm events, and accessing outside 
assistance for resource conservation in the county.  
 
“We value our relationship with Douglas County, as we have had operations in Superior, 
Wisconsin for more than 60 years. We want to work in collaboration with the county to 
preserve its natural features and protect its water quality,” said Trent Wetmore, Director of 
Enbridge’s Superior Region Operations. “We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the 
County’s collaborative process to develop a comprehensive watershed planning framework.” 
 
The Douglas County Land and Water Conservation Department will use the new funding to 
continue work with the Watershed Planning Committee to create a watershed based plan.  The 
Department is directed by the Douglas County Land Conservation Committee, a sub-committee 
of the Douglas County Board of Supervisors.  Enbridge Energy will continue to have staff serve 
on the Watershed Planning Committee along with representatives from the Douglas County 
Unit of the Wisconsin Towns Association, City of Superior, plus stakeholders, other partners, 
and resource professionals.   
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