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STATS 

 

 WI DNA data bank started in 1993 with collection mandated for a defined group of 

persons convicted for some sexual assault offenses.  It was expanded in 2000 to a wider 

group to include adult felony convictions and some juvenile felony adjudications. 

 First DNA at arrest legislation was passed in 1997 in Louisiana. Gained momentum in 

more states after the Congressional passage of the DNA Fingerprint Act in 2005, which 

allowed for the uploading of DNA arrestee profiles into the national Combined DNA 

Identification System (CODIS). 

 28 states and the federal government require some form of DNA collection at arrest  

 WI collects approximately 12,000 DNA samples from convicted felons annually 

 WI has over 154,000 offender DNA samples in the CODIS 

 WI has almost 14,000 samples in the forensic DNA database 

 Law expected to add approximately 68,000 new samples in the first year: 

o 25,000 felony arrests and convictions 

o 43,000 adult misdemeanor convictions 

PRIVACY FACTS  

 

 DNA is just another biometric identifier, similar to fingerprints and photographs that 

have been taken for over a century. 

 Law provides safeguards for the use of the DNA samples, precluding the use of the 

sample outside of criminal justice purposes. 

 The offender profile itself is a series of alpha/numeric symbols attached to an 

identification number for the offender. Names and other identifying information are 

never uploaded into CODIS.  Separate data bases are maintained for security purposes. 

 The sample is not subjected to any testing that provides information on the current or 

predictive health status of the offender. 
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 Sample will be taken by law enforcement at the time of booking for violent felonies and 

after conviction for other felonies and misdemeanors 

 Law Enforcement databases will be checked at booking to prevent duplicate samples 

from being taken. 

 Minimal intrusion and time.  The collection entails using two sterile cotton swabs and 

rubbing each one on the inside of a cheek 4-5 times to collect buccal cells - just like 

brushing your teeth.  The entire process takes less time and effort than fingerprinting a 

suspect. 

 There is no privacy interest in the DNA a suspect leaves at the scene of his or her crime.  

It is abandoned property capable of bringing justice for the victim of the crime. 

BENEFITS 

 

 Definitive identification of arrested persons, which down the road may be automatic by 

DNA in a booking room (this technology is being tested currently) 

 Most powerful forensic tool to provide justice for the victims of felony crimes in our 

state. 

 Allows for the expeditious identification of violent criminals before they commit 

additional violent crimes 

o National Institute of Justice studies in Chicago, Denver, Maryland, and 

Washington show that collecting DNA at arrest prevents additional violent 

crimes and victimization 

 Enhances the ability to eliminate innocent persons suspected of committing a crime, 

allowing local law enforcement agencies to utilize investigative resources in a more 

efficient and cost effective manner. 

 Larger database pool will assist in identifying those wrongly accused and incarcerated 

 Deterrent effect on criminals who have provided a sample. 
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