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News Release 

UW System to launch new EApp electronic application 
New EApp will reduce fees, offer easier navigation, and allow first-time applicants to apply to any UW System 
university 

  
MADISON, Wis.—University of Wisconsin System President Ray Cross announced today the creation of a 
new electronic application system, EApp, to be launched this fall for prospective students applying to attend 
a UW System university.  

The new EApp will provide reduced application fees, offer easier navigation, and allow first-time 
undergraduate applicants to apply to more than one UW System school using a single application. The UW 
System Board of Regents will vote Thursday on adopting the new application. 

“As I traveled the state, visiting our campuses and meeting students as part of our All In Wisconsin tour, one 
consistent piece of advice I heard was to simplify admissions, particularly the application process,” UW 
System President Ray Cross said. “We have taken that advice, and I am excited to see the results this fall and 
going forward.” 

Cross said the new EApp was under development prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, but it is 
even more critical now for families and students to have an easy, low-cost application. 

Beginning August 1, 2020, all prospective students—including new freshmen, transfer students, 
international students, and non-traditional students—will be able to use the EApp to apply to any university 
in the UW System.  

Under the new EApp, students will pay $25 to apply to each university except UW-Madison. That’s a 
reduction from the current cost of $50 for all universities except UW-Madison, which has a $60 application 
fee it will retain.  

As part of the new application process, students who are transferring internally within the UW System will 
not need to write an application essay for admission and will not be charged an application fee as long as 
they transfer within one semester of leaving a UW System university and did not attend a university outside 
of the UW System in between.  

Cross said the redesigned EApp will also be simpler for students, which means they will be more likely to 
complete the application once they start. The EApp will also include a simplified waiver process for students 
who can’t afford the application fee. 

“As Regents, we are always looking for ways to expand access opportunities,” Regent President Andrew S. 
Petersen said. “We believe this new EApp will provide a better experience for anyone looking to attend a UW 
System university.”  

-END- 
 

The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 170,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees 
annually, the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
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power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. More than 80 percent of in-
state UW System graduates stay in Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 
return on state investment. UW System institutions also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and 
economy with groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy. 
wisconsin.edu  
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